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For Ideal Christmas Gifts Give 
Keliginus Articles 


WALL CRUCIFIXES —A necessity in every Catholic home. 
20-inch Mahogany Crucifix (No. 3030) 
15-inch Mahogany Crucifix (No. 3025) 
12-inch Walnut Crucifix, with pearl inlay (No. 4843) 


MISSALS AND PRAYER BOOKS 
The Father Lasance Missal for every day, cloth binding 
Ave Maria Prayer Book, de luxe leather binding (No. 850) 
Ave Maria Prayer Book, duro-leather cover (No. 810) 75 
Pray Always. Ideal for children, black celluloid cover (No. 130c) 
Daily Reading from the New Testament (Revised Edition) 35 


ROSARIES AND MEDALS 
Black Coco Rosary on sterling silver chain, for men (No. 7426) $3.00 
Black Coco Rosary with oxidized crucifix 2.00 
Black Rosary with Everbrite crucifix 1.25 
Sterling silver Rosary, with small, round beads (No. X335) 5.00 
Everbrite Rosary, beads in topaz, rose, garnet or ruby color 1.50 
Soldiers’ Miraculous Medal, on 24-inch sterling silver chain (No. 7462) 2.00 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Medal and chain (Our Lady and St. Christopher. No. 7461) 2.00 


Our little catalogue contains many other suggestions. Send for one today. 
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Vathnolic Calendar 


This beautiful Catholic Calendar has been created especially for Catholic Homes. 

With full-color reproductions of famous paintings of religious significance, it is strikingly 
appealing. 

It is a valuable guide to the fulfillment of Catholic religious obligations and is an influence 
that is welcome in every Catholic home. 


AN IDEAL HOLIDAY GIFT! 


The Christmas and New Year’s gift problem can be easily solved by giving these lovely 
Graymoor Church Art Calendars to your family and friends, as they make ideal gifts. What 
will be more appropriate and pleasing than “A Gift That Lasts a Whole Year”? 


Prices: 
Single copy 30c—Four copies $1.00—Twelve copies $3.00 
Order from 
FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
Just ONE comes forth as BRIGHTNESS, and her Saviour be lighted as a LAMp.—Isaias Lxu, 1. 
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Ju Unity of Qaith 


By Reuerend Dunstan Donouan, S.A. 


HE fulfilment of the holy and prayerful aspira- 
tion voiced by Our Blessed Lord on the eve of 
His Sacred Passion and Death “That they all 
may be One” is the raison d’etre for the observance 
of the Church Unity Octave, which begins on January 
18th, the Feast of Saint Peter’s Chair at Rome, and 
continues for eight days. The Octave will inspire 


brethren in the faith are offering to God the same 
humble petition as we ourselves can intensify the 
spirit that permeates our prayers. When we think that 
soldiers in Italy and India and the isles of the sea are 
keeping the Octave prayers in the same spirit as 
cloistered nuns and contemplative monks in our own 
land, our zeal for the fulfilment of the Octave inten. 


Christians all over the world 
to join their prayers in union 
with the prayer of Christ. 
From the great Basilica of 
Saint Peter in Rome to the 
humblest thatched chapel in 
the Southwest Pacific, the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
will be offered for the fulfil- 
ment of the Octave inten- 
tions. The fervor of the 
Holy Father, the Cardinals 
and Bishops who have sanc- 
tioned the Octave observance 
will be matched in the piety 
of millions of the faithful of 
all nations, who will again 
offer their supplications for 
the accomplishment of the 
ardent desire of Christ: 
“That they may be one... 
that the world may believe.” 
(Jn. xvii, 21). 

The 1944 observance of 
the Church Unity Octave 
may contrast vividly with 
the first Octave celebration 
of 1908. On the other hand, 
it may lack much of the out- 
ward solemnity that  sur- 
rounded it in the recent past, 
when the world was at peace. 








That All Be One in the Unity of Christ 


The Church Unity Octave 


observed from the 


Feast of Saint Peter’s Chair at Rome, 
January 18th 
to the 
Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul, 
January 25th 


™ 
Form of Prayer Decreed by Pope Benedict XV. 


TO BE RECITED DAILY DURING 
THE OCTAVE 


Antiphon. That they all may be One, as 
Thou, Father, in Me and I in Thee; that they 
alse may be one in Us; that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent me.—Jn. 17:21. 

V. I say unto thee thou art Peter; 

R. And upon this Rock I will build My 
Church. 

Prayer 


© Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto Thine 
Apostles: Peace I leave with you, My Peace I 
give unto you; regard not our sins, but the 
faith of Thy Church, and grant unto her that 
peace and unity which are agreeable to Thy 
will. Who livest and reignest God forever and 
ever. Amen. 








tions is all the more aroused, 
We are engaged in a 
great work. We are praying 
after the manner of Christ 
and we can confidently de- 
pend upon Him for the 
answer to our prayers. 
That spirit of complete 
confidence in the power of 
God to heed the supplica- 
tions of his children was 
deeply impressed upon the 
soul of Father Paul James 
Francis, who first brought 
the Church Unity Octave 
into being at Graymoor when 
he was yet outside the 
visible Fold of Christ. His 
original intention was one 
that seemed absolutely in- 
capable of fulfilment, “the 
corporate return of Anglicans 
to the Fold of Peter.” Fel- 
low members of the Church 
to which he then belonged 
were scandalized that he 
should even hope for such an 
eventuality. Even those who 
looked with rapt attention 
upon his efforts to build up 
a Community based upon the 
ideals of Saint Francis, and 


In common with those who took part in former ob- 
servances, however, the Octave participants will real- 
ize the more cogently that they are engaged in what 
is fundamentally, a prayer movement. Even though 
wartime conditions may mean that participation in the 
Octave by thousands of the faithful must be in secret, 
it will not denote any lessening of intensity. Rather 
we might say the sacrifices necessitated by the war can 
easily heighten the value of our common prayers by 
their fervor for Christian Unity. Our realization that 
in the trenches and hovels and under the open sky our 


yet not without disloyalty to the American Episcopal 
Church, withdrew their admiration when Father Pau! 
proclaimed what to him- was manifestly the Will of 
God—that only at Rome could a center of Unity be 
found that could rightfully demand man’s adherence. 
The very idea was preposterous! Only Father Paul's 
enthusiasm, nurtured by the light that comes from 
the Holy Spirit, could make him dare to pray for the 
fulfilment of such a hope. But there were a faithful 
few of like allegiance who did not hesitate to follow 
the lead of the Graymoor Friar. What astounded 
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some was that the Catholic hierarchy could encourage 
these dreamers by blessing the Church Unity Octave 
in the first year of its existence. 

The conversion of Father Paul and the Friars and 
Sisters at Graymoor in 1909 was attributed by them- 
selves to the prayers of the faithful during the Church 
Unity Octave. God had given an answer, partial though 
it might have been, to supplications for the return of 
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Sovereign Pontiffs have spoken time and again to all 
the peoples of the world, proclaiming that only the 
hings of Christ can be of any permanent avail in 
‘tte ting international understanding and concord. By 
what authority do these Pontiffs speak and why does 


the whole world give attention? The answer is, of 
course, that Christ Himself authorized the Popes to 
teach the world when He built His Church on Simon 


Anglicans to obedience to the 
Vicar of Christ. And if 
eventeen individuals were 
but a small part of twenty 
million, it could well repre- 
sent the “first fruits” of a 
great movement set in mo- 
tion but a few years before. 


There have been other 
corporate conversions since 
1909, some of them running 
into thousands, as in the 
case of Mar Ivanios and the 
dissident Malabar Christians 
of South India. These came 
back to the Church from 
schism partly through a 
careful study of the claims 
of the Apostolic Center of 
the Faith, the Papacy, but 
(and here we quote Arch- 
bishop Ivanios himself) 
“chiefly through the power 
of prayer.” No one can justly 
deny that some part of the 
Octave prayers have been 
answered, and in our own 
time. We can look to these 





Cardinal CNewman’s Prayer 


for Unity 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who, when Thou wast 
about to suffer, didst pray for thy disciples to 
the end of time that they might all be one, as 
Thou art in the Father, and the Father in 
Thee, look down in pity on the manifold 
divisions among those who profess thy faith, 
and heal the many wounds which the pride of 
man and the craft of Satan have inflicted 
upon Thy people. 

Break down the walls of separation which 
divide one party of Christians from another. 

Look with compassion on the souls who have 
been born in one other of these communions 
which not Thou but man hath made. 

Set free the prisoners from these unauthor- 
ized forms of worship, and bring them all into 
that one communion which Thou didst set up 
in the beginning, the One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church. 

Teach all men that the see of Saint Peter, 
the Holy Church of Rome, is the foundation, 
centre, and instrument of unity. 

Open their hearts to the long forgotten 
truth that our Holy Father, the Pope, is thy 
Vicar and Representative; and that, in obey- 
ing him in matters of religion, they are obey- 
ing Thee, so that, as there is but one com- 
munion, confessing and glorifying Thy Holy 


Peter. Saint Matthew’s vivid 
text stands out so clearly on 
this subject that the world’s 
most learned critics for hun- 
dreds of years have tried in 
vain to break down its ster- 
ling clarity. The Bishops of 
Rome are inheritors of 
Peter’s rights. In Christ’s 
name they speak out above 
the tumult of the world, and 
the world listens at least if 
it does not always heed. 


To those who are not of 
the Catholic Fold the claims 
of the Holy See are perhaps 
difficult to understand. Cen- 
turies of separation have 
built up prejudice and sus- 
picion that passing genera- 
tions have not sufficed to 
clear away. Their will to 
believe is thus handicapped. 
We cannot hope to brush 
aside these factors by simply 
presenting an outline of what 
the Catholic Church claims 
and demand that they accept 





examples as an indication of 
what God may will to do for 


Name here below. 





it. Rather we must by our 
prayers and example lead 








the hearts of men if we con- 

tinue to avail ourselves of 

the means at our disposal and so auspiciously presented 
in the period of the Church Unity Octave. For when 
we pray for Christian Unity during this eight-day 
period, we are associating ourselves with members of 
the Body of Christ throughout the world, all united in 
asking of God the fulfilment of His Son’s own prayer 
forus. We are not alone. We are members of a great 
army of which Christ Himself is King. We are 
cooperating in bringing about, as far as we can, the 
coming of His Kingdom on earth. 


In view of the widespread interest and general agree- 
ment in the propositions enunciated by the present 
successor of Saint Peter, Pope Pius XII, on Peace and 
World Order, by those who are not one with us in faith, 
we are confident that many non-Catholics will regard 
with deeper interest and warm sympathy the purpose 
of the Church Unity Octave. The Catholic Church has 
never relinquished her divine commission, and the 





them to see that in the 
Catholic Church there dwells 
the loving presence of the Holy Spirit. 

There are many indeed among our separated breth- 
ren who long for reunion. with us in the Fold of Christ. 
Like us, they realize that no man-made coalition of 
the sects can last. The controversies that centered in 
our own country around the proposed merger of two 
of the larger of the dissident groups recently, indicated 
that many non-Catholic Christians now admit that only 
complete acceptance of the truths revealed by God 
can be the true bond of unity. The Catholic-minded 
party among the Episcopalians stressed again their 
belief in the Apostolic succession of Bishops and the 
Sacramental foundation of Christ’s Mystical Body. 
Only the most advanced of these understand fully the 
implications of this conviction. If there is any 
apostolic succession among Bishops, it is clear that the 
Bishop of Rome, as witnessed by the Gospels them- 
selves, the acts of the earliest Councils of the Church 
and the testimony of the Fathers, enjoys a position 
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among them that rests on the divinely authorized 
Primacy of Peter. And this Primacy is indisputably 
bound up with the power to govern the whole Church. 
As for the Sacramental foundation of the Church, 
surely, Christ the Head of the Church, would never 
countenance the teaching of divergent doctrines. The 
Catholic Church alone claims infallible authority to 
pronounce on the nature and efficacy of the Sacraments. 


Some of the more advanced Anglicans observe the 
Church Unity Octave, praying for exactly the same 
intentions that we do. Still others observe a modified 
form of the Octave, asking that God will bless the 
world with unity of faith in the manner that pleases 
Him most. Our charity goes out to them, and our 
gratitude. Their prayers may be just as efficacious in 
the sight of God as ours are, springing as they do from 
hearts that sincerely love Our Blessed Lord and want 
to see His prayer fulfilled. Their generosity towards 
God will necessarily be rewarded by an increase in 
the spirit of faith, until at last they too can enter the 
Holy Catholic Church, the one body that enjoys fully 
the plenitude of the Faith. 


We know too that there are members of the Orthodox 
Church praying for unity with us at this time. Since 
their own liturgies give eloquent testimony to the 
Supremacy of the Roman Pontiffs, notably on the feast 
days of Saint Peter, Saint Clement, Saint Leo and 
Saint Gregory, the Papal direction of the Church 
Unity Octave should not be a barrier for even greater 
participation in the Octave prayers this year. If only 
the bitter national feelings of centuries, responsibility 
for which we too share, would give way to a renewal 
of the true Christian spirit of concern for the welfare 
of men of all nations, a great number of Orthodox 
prelates would bless the Octave. Let us bear in mind 
as we pray for our separated Eastern brethren in the 
coming Octave observance, that the tenets of the faith 
they hold comprises practically all the glorious doc- 
trines of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
Our Holy Father has constantly reminded us that 
among the Orthodox “‘a large part of the divine Revela- 
tion has been piously preserved, and there flourishes 
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among them a sincere allegiance to Christ Our Lorg 
and a special love and devotion to His Virgin Mother, 
as well as the practice of the Sacraments themselves,” 
(Encyc. Orientalium Rerum.) 

And for those others who keep the Church Unity 
Octave with trusting devotion, no matter what thei; 
present allegiance, we must likewise cherish nothing 
less than the charity of Christ. For them we pray 
during this Octave, that they may be drawn from the 
shadows of partial belief into the fullness of the Light, 
That Light shines most resplendently in the Catholic 
Church, the True Sheepfold of Christ. Because of our 
own appreciation of the security that flows from unity 
with the Apostolic See we know of no better gift to 
ask for our brethren than this great gift of Faith wholly 
in conformity with the teachings of Christ. 

In our desire to see drawn to Christ those who have 
rejected His teachings, including those who have freely 
cut themselves off from membership in the Catholic 
Church, our zeal should know no bounds. We pray 
for them even though they stubbornly deny that they 
want our prayers. We know that the merciful Heart 
of Jesus goes out in a special manner to the sinner, and 
so during this Octave we pray for the softening of their 
hearts as the first step in their return to Him. 


God’s answer to our prayers depends on us. If we 
have kept the Church Unity Octave in the past we are 
going to spread interest in it this year. If we have not 
kept it heretofore we are going to make up by our 
fervor in the coming Octave for something of the love 
lacking towards our neighbor outside the Fold. With 
us there will be joined in prayer a vast multitude of 
sincere souls throughout the world. God will heed 
the plea of His children if approached with humility 
and confidence. His prayer, “That they all may be 
One” is our guide and motive alike. If in the Church 
Unity Octave we seek only the accomplishment of His 
holy Will, closer will come the day when all the 
peoples of the world, in unity of faith, will give praise 
to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit for the end- 
less blessings He has reserved for those who love 
Him, 





EDITOR’S NOTE: 


The editorial entitled “Sergius, Patriarch of Moscow,” which appeared in last month’s issue of The Lamp, 





was intended to point out the seriousness of the problem of weighing conflicting opinions about the religious situa- 
tion in Russia. The fact of Sergius’ election and enthronement is now beyond question. Not being aware of all the 
facts about the government of the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union and elsewhere, we cannot register 
any opinion about the validity of the Patriarchial election. The Right Reverend Archimandrite Barnabas, of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Cathedral of the Ascension, Bronx, N. Y., in a communication addressed to The Lamp, informs 
us that the Russian Orthodox Church in the United States does not recognize Sergius as Patriarch of Moscow in 
any sense. He says, in part, “There can be no Ecumenical Patriarch of Moscow, under the present circumstances, 
since the original Russian Church is in exile, and no Patriarch for Moscow can be proclaimed until a Canonical 
Sobar is called by the original Russian Church now in exile, and not by small groups broken away from the original 
Russian Church.” Continuing, Archimandrite Barnabas says, ‘We doubt very much that the Soviet Russian govern- 
ment has given full religious freedom. Many of our bishops, priests and monks have suffered much and many others 
have been killed by this same Soviet government which now wants a Patriarch for Moscow, and semi-religious free- 
dom, with strings attached to such freedom. May Almighty God save Russia!” 
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Cothelic Unity 


F the four marks of the 
Church, the one _ most 
strongly insisted upon by 


Our Lord is that of Unity: “Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for all 
those who shall believe in Me 
through their word, that they may 
all be one; even as you Father in 
Me and I in You, that they may 
likewise be one in us, that the world 
may believe that You have sent 
Me ...Iin them and You in Me, 
that they may be perfected in one, 
that the world may know You have 
sent Me.” 

And from the day of Pentecost 
until now the Church of God has 
always presented this marvellous 
unity to the world, for the first three 
thousand converts were people 
gathered out of every nation under 
Heaven, and thus this unity from 
the very beginning was a supra- 
national unity surpassing all the 
bounds of race and nationality. 

The three thousand of the day of 
Pentecost have grown in the course 
of centuries to the four hundred and 
fifty millions of today, but this vast 
increase in numbers has in nowise 
diminished this unity, for it is as 
manifest and evident now as it was 
at the first. 

Moreover, this unity is mani- 
fested in a three-fold bond of 
Faith, Communion and Govern- 
ment. 

First of all of unity of Faith. 
“One Lord, one Faith,” wrote St. 
Paul long ago and his words are as 
true now as then. For this unity of 
Faith is an objective reality in 
every land, be its people black or 
white, red, brown or yellow, and 
this Faith is the same for learned 
and unlearned, for rich and poor, 
for every class and condition of 
men. This Faith which binds 
them all in one is the whole truth 
of God as set forth by the living 
voice of His Church. This one 


By Reverend Benedict Williamson 





Editor’s Note: 

We are indebted to The Irish 
Catholic, Dublin, for this instruc- 
article by Father 
English priest 

It is instruc- 
forth, 
Unity of the 


tive and timely 
Williamson, an 
resident in Rome. 
tive as setting however 
briefly, the real 
Catholic Church, and, with the 
Octave of Prayer for Christian 
Unity soon to be observed through- 
out the world, it is timely as show- 
ing how deep and ardent was the 
desire of Our Lord that all who 
believe in Him should be united 
in the Faith of the Church which 
He founded. 











Faith is held wherever Catholics 
are found. Go East or West, North 
or South and wherever you go you 
will find the Catholic Church teach- 
ing this self-same Faith, this Faith 
which implicitly is all that God has 
revealed; explicitly all the Church 
proposes for our belief. Without 
this absolute agreement as to what 
is to be believed, no unity worthy 
of the name is possible. 

But besides this unity of Faith, 
there is unity of communion. The 
faithful throughout the world are 
united through the reception of the 
same Sacraments. Through the 
seven Sacraments God’s_ saving 
grace is conveyed to all those souls 
who are living in this unity: “One 
Baptism, for in one spirit we are all 
baptized into the one body’: hence 
this Sacrament is the gate by which 
souls are admitted to the City of 
God upon earth. Then there is that 
marvellous Sacrament by which 
Jesus gives Himself whole and 
entire to each one: “The bread 
which we break, is it not the body 
of the Lord? For we being many 
are one bread, one body, all who 
partake of this one bread.” 

Finally there is unity of Govern- 


ment. The Church throughout the 
world is ruled and governed by the 
Supreme Pontiff who is Christ’s 
Vicar upon earth, because Pius XII 
now happily reigning is the centre 
of unity. Rome is the centre, the 
world the circumference of the 
Catholic Church. 

Without this three-fold bond, 
unity is a mere chimera. 


This three-fold unity is an objec- 
tive reality manifest to all the 
world. And never has the unity of 
the Catholic Church shone with a 
more brilliant splendour than it does 
today, when almost the whole world 
is locked in deadly strife, one half 
seeking the extermination of the 
other half. Against this sinister 
background of hatred, lies and 
hypocrisy, the Catholic Church 
stands out as the sole unifying 
force in a world of chaos. Even 
Communism, the only other claim- 
ant to universality, has become 
domesticated and nationalized under 
the stress and strain of war. Thus 
the Catholic Church remains the 
sole supranational reality upon 
earth and its only unifying force, 
and she is that because her life and 
aim is not natural but supernatural. 

Amidst the shock of contending 
armies and the conflict of contrast- 
ing ideals the Catholic Church goes 
her way with a calm assured tran- 
quility that may well astonish the 
onlookers. She erects new dioceses, 
nominates new bishops and sends 
forth her missionaries to the ends 
of the earth with the same assur- 
ance as she did when the whole 
world was at peace. Unafraid she 
faces all the perils of the actual 
moment, and the far greater perils 
which she must affront after this 
tremendous conflict is over, secure 
in the words of Him Whose prom- 
ises are without repentance, for has 
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He not said that: “The gates of 
hell shall never prevail against 
her.” The voice of the Supreme 
Pastor, clear, unfaltering, unequivo- 
cal reaches out to his children all 
over the world, despite the dif- 
ficulties of communication and the 
obstacles put in the way by the 
ignorance and incomprehensions of 
men. There is no ambiguity in his 
commands now, as there was none 
in those of his predecessors. 


* * * * 


How is this marvellous unity 
maintained. What the secret power 
which holds all in one? The world 
can see and recognize the external 
objective reality, which forces it to 
say: “The finger of God is here,” 
but the world can only behold the 
effects and not the causes of this 
unity. The efficient cause of this 
unity is the Holy Ghost, informing, 
illuminating, inspiring, leading into 
all truth, as the Saviour promised 
nigh two thousand years ago: “The 
Spirit of Truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither 
sees nor knows Him, but you know 
Him and He shall abide with you 
and be in you.” 

Look for a moment at our body 
composed of millions of little cells 
all held together in a wonderful 
unity—by what? The living spirit 
within us. Let that spirit leave the 
body, and at the very moment when 
it goes forth, the body begins to 
disintegrate and finally resolves it- 
self into a little grey dust. 

Now the Church of God is a liv- 
ing organism not an organization. 
Just as our spirit holds our body 
together in wonderful unity, so also 
does the Holy Ghost in the body 
of the Church hold together in this 
marvellous unity the four hundred 
and fifty million souls of which she 
is composed today, making them all 
one in a way which is externally 
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In years gone by in Bethlehem was born 

Th’ Eternal Child. And now His natal day 
Comes once again, at which the Angels’ lay 
Sings out for creatures one and all This Morn. 
But in these days such tidings are mere scorn! 
Can God be praised and how can peace here stay 
While men of greed and gain and unjust sway 
Have peoples the world asunder torn? 


Oh, Prince of Peace, will hatred ever cease? 

We plead so strong that all men put to heart 
The Angels’ message which did shepherds thrill: 
To God all praise, to men of good will—peace. 
May nations, bending knee, all learn their part 
Thus speed the day of peace for mind and will. 


of Pace 


—Fr. Januarius, S.A. 








visible in order that the world may 
know—what? That Jesus Christ is 
God, and that the Church He 
founded is the true living Church 
of God, and that beside her there 
is no other. 

Each cell in our body, while it 
lives its individual life, can only 
do so as long as it participates in 
the life-giving spirit which informs 
the whole body. Moreover, the 
material part of us is in a state of 
continual change; every seven years 
the whole material body has been 
renewed, nothing of what it was 
seven years before remains. 

Thus is it with the living church 
of the living God. Each human 
soul is a living cell in her body, and 
only lives in so far as she partici- 
pates in the common life of the 
Holy Spirit which informs her and 
conserves her in unity. 

And just as our material body is 
always changing, so also is the 
body of the Church always chang- 
ing. In fifty years or so not one 
of the souls who composed her 
body fifty years before remains; 


they have been constantly replaced 
by others and this process will go 
on till the day of doom; but the 
informing Spirit is ever the same. 

Hence each Catholic is not some 
isolated unit, but participates in 
the fulness of the life of the body, 
for the Church is something infi- 
nitely greater than the individual 
souls of which she is composed at 
any given period of her life. This 
explains the calm assurance of the 
Catholic in every circumstance of 
his life, for he knows he has part 
in this great ever-flowing life of 
the Church of God. Hence let 
storms, tribulations and _persecu- 
tions of every sort beat upon the 
Church, and every soul within her 
is unafraid because she knows that 
the Holy Ghost who informs the 
Church and gives her being will 
never leave her. 

So mark this fact well and re- 
member that the only universal 
supranational fact in the universe 
of today is the Catholic Church and 
she is that because God Himself is 
in her. 





OBSERVE THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


January 18th to January 25th 
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ended without the introduction of several bills 

aimed at Federal subsidies to the educational 
establishments of the States. Usually such proposals 
stand little chance, for most Congressmen and their 
constituents are afraid that Federal subsidies may 
ultimately bring Federal contro] of educational policies. 
In addition, the fear exists that subsidies may involve 
our educational system in partisan politics. However, 
the question has two sides and it is possible that 
Federal grants to States hard hit by wartime conditions 
may be made. Since several States with none too high 
incomes find it almost impossible to compete with high- 
paying wartime jobs in paying their teachers, Federal 
assistance with no strings attached may solve the war- 
time problems of many schools. Proponents claim 
there is much inequality in the education offered by 
various States and that Federal grants to the low- 
income States would enable them to offer their youth 
an education more closely approaching that offered by 
wealthier States. 

The objection to Federal school subsidies because 
they might bring Federal control of educational policies 
is particularly strong. Recently this fear has been 
stronger than ever, not only because of a fumbling 
bureaucracy’s tendency to want to control everything 
in sight, but also because of the large number of social- 
istic-minded experimenters who infest the Washington 
scene. The recent bureaucratic ukase that District of 
Columbia residents should take no more than fifteen 
minutes in the bathroom reveals the thoroughness of 
the regimentation which present day bureaucrats prac- 
tice. Such acts cause democratic-minded parents to 
feel that they, in their separate communities, should 
have the controlling voice in school policies. Further- 
more, the present epidemic towards totalitarianism 
which has infected to some extent nearly every coun- 
try causes many people to fear that totalitarianism 
might ultimately be achieved here through an insidious 
indoctrination of youth through the public schools, 
should a totalitarian-minded political party control the 
Federal government. That politicians do try to dictate 
school policies when schools look to the State for funds 
is shown in the occasional cases in certain States in 
which money grants to colleges have been withheld 
until the faculties were purged of teachers with certain 
leanings or with definite antagonism to the administra- 
tion in control. This was particularly true when the 
New Deal came into power. Also the recent tendency 
of certain Washington bureaus to have books advocat- 


ie recent years scarcely a Congressional session has 





Gedernal Hid ta Education? 


By iH. 2. McG innis 


ing their rather unusual ways of doing business ac- 
cepted as textbooks in high schools adds fuel to the 
suspicion that Federal school subsidies might bring 
attempts to indoctrinate the nation’s students with 
partisan ideals. Since most national administrations 
major in party politics and make most matters subject 
to partisan expediency, the average American parent 
feels that anything so vital as education should not be- 
come a political football. 

On the other hand, the wide differences existing in 
the types of education offered in different parts of the 
country seem to require some form of Federal equaliza- 
tion. School children should not be made the victims 
of their geographical location, for youngsters in 
Georgia are entitled to the same high quality of educa- 
tion as is generally offered in New York State. As 
Pius XII has so truthfully stated, the postwar world 
must offer equal educational opportunities to all. Yet 
recent figures show that New York, with its income of 
$1,388,734,000 spends 27% of its revenue on educa- 
tion, while Georgia, with a revenue of $99,829,000 
spends only 10% on education. Massachusetts spends 
21% of its revenue on its schools; Ohio, 24%; 
Wisconsin, 25% and Nevada, 30%. Government fig- 
ures covering 1936-37 and showing educational ex- 
penses per pupil further demonstrate the wide differ- 
ences existing among cities. Of 68 cities over 100,000 
population, Yonkers, N. Y., was high with a per capita 
student expense of $155.17. Norfolk, Va., was low 
with $51.32. The average in this group was $112.08. 
Of 82 cities, 30,000 to 99,999 population, New Rochelle, 
N. Y., was high with $198.09, while Gadsden, Ala., was 
low with $28.62. The average was $87.04. Of 79 
cities from 10,000 to 29,999 population, Hempstead, 
N. Y., was high with $137.86. Waycross, Ga., was low 
with $27.17. The average was $69.37. Of 79 cities 
from 2,500 to 9,999, Swarthmore, Pa., led with $166.44. 
Dublin, Ga., was low with $27.90. The average was 
$73.26. These figures speak eloquently and show the 
advantages and disadvantages which children suffer 
according to their location. For example, the North- 
west, which has only twice the child population of the 
Southwest, receives twenty-one times as much income. 
Many of the disadvantages in this respect might be 
eliminated by Federal school grants to States with low 
incomes. Testimony given before the Senate Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor seems to show that 
some States which support their schools in a meagre 
fashion do not do so from any lack of effort or desire. 
It was authoritatively stated that some States making 
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the worst showing in education expenditures actually 
make greater efforts than some States with high rat- 
ings. The money for better education simply isn’t 
there. For instance, figures developed in 1934 show 
that the wealthiest State had more than six times the 
resources, based on wéalth per child within the school 
age, than the poorest income State had. Unfortunately, 
many of the areas which have the responsibility of 
educating a very consider- 

able portion of the nation’s 


plants have shown recently that girls, often low paig 
sales girls, are being induced to enter training schools 
where they are paid $214 monthly while learning weld. 
ing. Sometimes the training lasts only a couple of 
weeks or a month and then the girls are paid as high 
as $71.69 weekly. Sweepers in factories were found 
getting from $40 weekly up, while stock-chasers—te. 
quiring no special skill and normally paid at the rate 

of $25-$35 weekly — were 

found to be receiving $20} 





children are the least finan- 


a month, with $283 ove. 


cially equipped to carry on Star hue the East time, making a total of 


the work. The 1930 census 


$484 monthly or $5,808 a 


showed that the farm popu- By Blanche Yvonne Mosler year. In another place, the 


lation included 13% of the 
nation’s children, yet it re- 
ceived only 2% of the na- 


Behold the star that flamed in the Eastern sky 


Went on before them ... guiding with its light— 


United States Employment 
Service was advertising for 
dishwashers, waiters and 


tional income. This con- Until they found the place where an Infant's cry kitchen workers, offering 
dition is with us always and Brought hosts of adoring angels in the night! $250 monthly with board 
does not arise from war- Humbly, the three kings knelt at Mary’s feet, and lodging thrown in, 
time conditions. Spreading rich gifts within the stable bare .. . Compare this with the fact 

Wartime conditions con- While heavenly voices caroled softly, sweet, that slightly more than 
siderably aggravate the A lullaby that filled the wintry air. 60% of Colorado’s school 


problem of low-income 
communities. In such places 
there are growing shortages 
of teachers due to the better 


Let rulers find this wisdom wise men knew, 

And let them kneel again this Christmas Night; 
Not arrogant and proud but humble, too, 
Before a manger suddenly grown bright. 


teachers receive less than 
$1200 per year and some 
States pay less than $500 
annually. Even when 


salaries paid by wartime Let all men seek this star in the East once more, teachers do not leave their 


industries. In some dis- For a Child is born . . 
tricts, government - estab- 





. and the angels still adore! profession for fabulous 





industrial wages, their 





lished Japanese colonies 

siphon off local teachers 

through much higher pay rates. White superin- 
tendents in Arkansas draw $2,400 annually, Negro 
ones, $1,097. Superintendents in Japanese colonies 
in that State draw $4,600. White elementary teachers 
are paid $533; Negro teachers get $323 yearly. 
Elementary teachers in the Japanese colony schools 
get $1,629. In Arkansas, white and Negro high school 
teachers are paid $859 and $568 annually respectively, 
while those teaching in Jap colonies receive $2,000. In 
that State, the public schools suffer an estimated short- 
age of 700 teachers, while many of those now teaching 
at such low salaries are reported as incompetent. Hence 
we find many responsible people calling for govern- 
ment help in such cases during the emergency. Such 
, people do not, however, judging from their statements, 
want to surrender State control of schools to the 
Federal government or to see a State’s sovereignty im- 
paired in any way. 


The present financial plight of the teachers in many 
States is an extremely pressing problem. Seldom paid 
salaries commensurate with the ability, training and 
time they must devote to their profession, they are 
now scarcely able to cope with the rising tide of prices. 
Often they are lured away from teaching by the wages 
being paid to even unskilled labor in many industries. 
Reliable and unprejudiced investigations of many war 


taxes and living costs 

reflect such wages. In many 
cases, financial necessity forces them to quit teaching 
to engage in more lucrative employment. 


This situation poses a serious problem. Already the 
education of the next generation has been seriously 
damaged by hundreds of thousands of high school 
youngsters leaving school for wartime employment. In 
States where certificates of employment are required 
for school children not yet 17 or 18 years of age, the 
bars have been let down considerably. Those in charge 
of granting work certificates feel they may be hinder- 
ing national production should they refuse. In many 
places, the curriculum is being heavily cut, due to lack 
of teachers or else because the usual education is be- 
ing shortened and pointed to subjects considered neces- 
sary to wartime activities. In such cases, education's 
usual progress is being slighted, for pupils are not 
taught to think and analyze. Rather they are taught 
formulas which may be useful in wartime production. 
The future’s problems will require an education in the 
liberal arts, not in mathematical and scientific tables. 
Yet right now there are few liberal arts courses being 
offered, the schools have been largely taken over for 
the speedy instruction of those intended for specialized 
military services or wartime industry. 

Since the higher education of so many thousands of 
American boys and girls has become depleted, cu 
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tailed, or even non-existent in many cases, it seems 
most desirable that at least the elementary schools 
should not be forced to close up or else limp along on 
incompetent teaching service because of wartime dif- 
ficulties. Certainly it is not in the public interest for 
wartime educational standards to slip below the pre- 
war ones which have been sometimes bad enough. For 
the records indicate that around a million men, most 
of them able-bodied, have been rejected for military 
service because of insufficient education. This condi- 
tion is one thing which has led to the drafting of fathers 
and stands as deplorable that, in a rich nation, so many 
cannot meet the Army’s minimum educational require- 
ments. Proponents of Federal money grants to low- 
income States further argue the existing educational 
inequalities which exist in some States between whites 
and Negroes. For example, in Louisiana, the amount 
reported spent for a white child’s education is $61, 
with only $12 spent on a colored child. Some other 
ratios reported to Congress are: $36—$13; $47—$14; 
$55—$16; $77—$20; $52—$7. 

Opponents of Federal school subsidies point out that 
the national government could no nothing about con- 
trolling such situations without stepping in and con- 
trolling the educational programs of the several States, 
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an 





an act which, in the long run, would create far more 
harm than good. Possibly efforts to equalize educa- 
tion of whites and Negroes would get no further than 
recent administration attempts to eliminate the poll 
tax laws in many States. They also point out that 
many States, regardless of income, spend a ridiculously 
low amount on education, percentages far out of keep- 
ing with percentages of other States. Many States 
report general fund surpluses running into millions, 
yet their teachers are underpaid, often forced to seek 
other employment. Obviously Federal funds should 
not be spent where such conditions exist. Opponents 
further argue that while it is government’s duty to pre- 
scribe minimum educational programs, in democracies 
it is the responsibility of local government rather than 
of the ceniral government. 


In any event, circumstances point directly to the 
fact that something must be done quickly by somebody. 
The American public must weigh the question’s merits 
pro and con and then arrive at the best and safest deci- 
sion. Our public school system must not be permitted 
to suffer through lack of open schools or compe- 
tent teachers. Future society cannot be bettered by 
ilfiterates. 
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edmect for Moral Law 
Goundation of Peace 


whose rights and security have 

been wantonly attacked, our 
country is putting into its war ef- 
fort the whole weight of our re- 
sources, our ingenuity and our 
patriotism. We must be as de- 
termined to reap the full fruits of 
victory in a just peace as we are 
to win the war. 

We know that the sword cannot 
make peace. It can remove obsta- 
cles to peace, and it can impose its 
terms. But peace must be made, 
first of all, in the minds and wills 
of the victors. Unless we have the 
vision of a good peace and the will 
to demand it, victory can be an 
empty, even a tragic thing. 

It is with these thoughts in mind 
that we deem it timely again to 
focus attention on the first essen- 
tials of a good peace. The respon- 
sibility for the post-war social re- 
construction will fall on the victors. 
Many serious men have misgivings 
that there may be tragic comprom- 
ises and a fateful repudiation of 
sound principles. 

These men are not pessimists or 
obstructionists, but they know the 
forces at play in the world about 
us. The Declarations of the Mos- 
cow Conference do, indeed, open 
the way to necessary international 
cooperation for peace as well as 
for war. In this they represent a 
definite step in the right direction. 
They do not, however, dispel the 
fear that compromises on the ideals 
of the Atlantic Charter are in pros- 
pect. Some things these documents 


[’ the spirit of a free nation, 


imply by statement and more sig- 
nificantly still by omission leave an 
uneasiness in minds intent on peace 
with justice to all. 

Not to enter the domain of states- 
manship, but speaking as pastors 





Editor’s Note: 

The statement issued by the 
members of the American Hier- 
archy at their general 
meeting in Washington last month, 
is here given for perusal and reflec- 
tion on the part of our Lamp 
Readers. It is one of the most 
important pronouncements made 
by the leaders of the Church in 
this country on the evils of our 
times and the remedy therefor. 


annual 











of souls and teachers of religion, 
we wish to emphasize some funda- 
mental truths, deriving from reli- 
gion, and to plead for their general 
recognition. 

It is heartening to note the wide 
agreement on the moral postulates 
of a just peace among religious 
leaders, otherwise divided by the 
deep cleavage of fundamental 
doctrinal differences. This signifi- 
cant and hopeful agreement has 
recently been evidenced in three 
parallel statements on world peace 
issued by American religious 
groups. This pattern for peace 
fashioned on the moral law has at- 
tracted nation-wide attention and 
will, we hope, be carefully studied 
by all men of good will. 

It is our purpose here to go 
deeper into our Catholic heritage of 
truth in faith and reason and to 
indicate the application of primary 
religious truth to the problems of 
peace and the planning of a right 
social order. 


Sources OF SoctiaAL MALADIES 


Without doubt the root of the 
maladies which afflict modern so- 
ciety and have brought on the 
catastrophe of world war is the 
social forgetfulness and even the 


rejection of the sovereignty of God 
and of the moral law. There js 
written in human reason the law oj 
good and evil, which calls to God 
for its authority and its sanctions, 
When this moral law is cast aside 
in social life, every principle, every 
right, every virtue rests on the 
shifting sands of mere human con. 
ventions. 

Human dignity, human solidarity 
become, then, not endowments from 
the Creator but mere fictions of 
man-made systems. In the quest 
for some principle for social sta- 
bility, the authority of the state is 
exaggerated and its function of 
protecting and defending the rights 
of the citizens in the pursuit of the 
common good cedes to a tyrannical 
violation and invasion of these 
rights. A first principle for a sane 
reconstruction of society is the so- 
cial reconstruction of God’s sover- 
eignty and of the moral law. 

What reason tells us about God 
and His moral law is complemented 
and supplemented, is made definite 
and achievable in the Gospel of 
Christ. It is significant that when 
the Western peoples socially ostra- 
cized the Saviour and put their faith 
in secularism, they lost a clear 
vision of the moral law. They 
found no effective inspiration to 
civic virtue in materialism and 
naturalism, which despite signal 
advances in science, invention and 
administrative techniques, closed 
the avenue of genuine social pro 
gress. We shall go back to God 
and the moral law when we te 
establish Christ in our social life. 


RECOGNITION OF Gop STRESSED 


The recognition of the Sover 
eignty of God and of the moral law, 
as treasured in the Christian tradi- 
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tion, is basic to the right ordering 
of international relations. In crea- 
tion God gave to the human race its 
essential unity and bound all men 
together in a brotherhood as com- 
prehensive as humanity itself. In 
the plan of Divine Providence the 
human family was divided into 
nations and races, but this division 
in no way impaired the essential 
unity of mankind. 

When sin broke man’s right rela- 
tions with God and brought dis- 
union between man and man, nation 
and nation, our blessed Saviour re- 
stored, perfected and ennobled 
human brotherhood. The ideal of 
human brotherhood must inspire 
international relations. Only when 
this ideal is accepted by men and 
nations will the exploitation of the 
weak cease and jungle exaltation 
of might be outlawed. 

This does not mean that national 
rights and national sovereignties, 
rightly interpreted, must be sur- 
rendered to a world government. It 
does mean that every nation and 
every people must recognize and 
satisfy its obligations in the family 
of nations. The discharge of these 
duties is entirely compatible with 
national differences which give a 
happy variety of cultural treasures 
in human unity. Indeed these dif- 
ferences must be respected and 
defended, and every effort must be 
made to assist people now in 
tutelage to a full juridic status 
among the nations of the world. 


In the circumstances of our 
times it is imperative that the 
nations in satisfaction of their 


responsibilities unite in setting up 
international institutions for the 
preservation of world peace and 
mutual assistance. Such _institu- 
tions, rightly conceived, are in full 
harmony with the divine plan of 
human solidarity and should be 
helpful to rightly interpreted sover- 
eignty and independence. 

The social recognition of the 
sovereignty of God and of the 
moral law must be a first norm for 
the right ordering of the internal 
life of nations. Circumstances of 
history, differences of culture and 
economic inequalities create differ- 
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Lithe crickets flew a final touch, 





Che Girst Christmas Eve 


All nature planned His advent on that silent holy night; 

The sunbeams and the moonbeams took their turns providing light. 
The wind swept every single nook and crevice in the floor, 

The rain washed every window pane, and scrubbed the only door. 
The flowers breathed their perfume from the fields into the cave; 
Sweet grass laid the transept aisle; fallen thatch the nave. 

Twelve rival hours strove to usher in the Sacred Birth. 

Spurned by man, He turned to scan the loveliness of earth. 

The stars in choir assembling, caroled silver lullabies; 

And sweetest Christmas Music came to stay in mother’s eyes. 

now here now way up there. 

And chipmunks, squirrels, starlings, larks peeked in. 
The ox and ass and lamb stood round the manger. 
To warm the coming Stranger in the crib where He would lay. 
The humble hour of mid-night hushed a world of make-believe. 
And Christ was born of Mary, shortly after Christmas-Eve. 


It was so bare! 
They would stay 


—Sister Anna Roberta, C.S.J. 








ences of political forms. But all 
nations, if they are to conform to 
the moral law, must embody in their 
political structures the guaranty of 
the free exercise of native human 
rights, encouragement in the prac- 
tice of virtue, an honest concern 
for the common good and a recogni- 
tion of the inviolability of the 
human person. 

No nation has under God author- 
ity to invade family freedom, 
abrogate private ownership or im- 
pede, to the detriment of the 
common good, economic enterprise, 
cooperative undertaking for mutual 
welfare and organized works of 
charity sponsored by groups of 
citizens. It is only when nations 
adhere to right principles in their 
domestic administration that they 
will cooperate for the common good 
of the family of nations. 


Links Civit AND Morat Laws 


Where God and the moral law 
are not given social recognition, 
human laws lose their stability and 
binding force. Ours is a tradition 
of government under law. In that 
tradition law is not the expression 
of the will even of the majority but 
of right reason, which reflects the 
law of nature and of God. We our- 
selves have seen in the sorry expe- 
riences of other countries the 


tyranny and injustice which come 
from government by decree under a 
dictator or a party. 

When civil law conforms to the 
moral law and seeks its greatest 
sanction in that law there is social 
stability, and the common good is 
promoted. It would be a tragic 
mistake to forsake our tradition of 
law even to achieve a greater ei- 
ficiency in administration. It would 
be a greater tragedy to forsake our 
tradition of law for a currently 
popular philosophy which fails to 
base law on the external maxims 
of justice and disregards the inalien- 
able rights of the citizens which 
derive from God. 

It troubles us to see in the pub- 
lication of crime statistics that 
there is a widespread disrespect for 
law, particularly in the youth of our 
country. No graver indictment of 
our social behavior could be writ- 
ten. A greater effort to protect the 
stability and the sanctity of the 
home and to inculcate moral dis- 
cipline will contribute much to the 
solution of this problem. A better 
supervision of recreational activ- 
ities in our communities will like- 
wise be helpful. 


Urces Respect FoR AUTHORITY 


But, more than all, we must 
instill in the soul of youth deeper 
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respect for authority and greater 
devotion to the common good. How 
can these things be done unless 
there is a frank social recognition 
of God and the moral law?  er- 
tainly no system of thought and 
action based on a materialistic con- 
cept of life offers any promise of 
better things. 

In God’s plan the family is a 
social institution with its own rights 
and dignity. Its stability, unity and 
sanctity are as necessary to a right 
social order as the proper constitu- 
tion of government itself. If in the 
family right order prevails, and the 
children are trained in virtue, there 
is a guarantee for social well-being. 

Where the State violates family 
rights and makes light of family 
stability and parental responsibility, 
no amount of welfare work carried 
on or promoted by public authority 
will adequately provide for social 
well-being. The political authority 
which earnestly seeks the common 
good of all citizens will not fail to 
lend itself to the establishment of a 
just family wage, in order that 
family income may be commensu- 
rate with the discharge of family 
duties. 

Nor will the prudent, wise, po- 
litical authority, for any seeming 
temporary advantage, fail to recog- 
nize the function and dignity of 
woman in society and to warn her 
against the false economy of our 
times, which turns her mind and 
heart away from the home, thereby 
depriving the family, State and 
church of her proper contribution 
to the common welfare. 


“PLANNED PARENTHOOD” ASSAILED 


We voice a grave warning against 
the propaganda of so-called planned 
parenthood, which violates the 
moral law, robs the family of its 
nobility and high social purpose, 
and weakens the physical and 
moral fiber of the nation. We plead 
for a return to the Christian concept 
of marriage, in which sex has such 
a high and noble function. 

We condemn the prevalent per- 
verted teaching on sex, which is 
degrading our youth, destroying 


the sanctity of the home and 
prostituting the social function of 
the family to individual caprice. 
God is not mocked with impunity. 
Neo-pagan views on marriage which 
are being propagated with mis- 
guided zeal in our country can lead 
only to moral ruin and national 
decadence. 

It would be inconsistent to pro- 
mote a world reconstruction in 
which all nations, great and small, 
powerful and weak, would enjoy 
their rights in the family of nations 
unless in our own national life we 
recognize an equality of opportu- 
nity for all our citizens and will- 
ingly extend to them the full bene- 
fits of our democratic institutions. 

In the Providence of God there 
are among us millions of fellow- 
citizens of the Negro race. We 
owe to these fellow-citizens, who 
have contributed so largely to the 
development of our country, and for 
whose welfare history imposes on 
us a special obligation of justice, to 
see that they have in fact the 
rights which are given them in our 
Constitution. This means not only 
political equality but also fair 
economic and educational opportu- 
nities, a just share in public wel- 
fare projects, good housing without 
exploitation, and a full chance for 
the social advancement of their 
race. When given their rights in 
fact as in law they will prize with 
us our national heritage and not 
lend ear to agitators whose real ob- 
jective is not to improve but to 
destroy our way of living. 


Duty Amip RaciaL TENSIONS 


In many of our great industrial 
centers acute racial tensions exist. 
It is the duty of every good citizen 
to do everything in his power to 
relieve them. To create a neigh- 
borhood spirit of justice and con- 
ciliation will be particularly help- 
ful to this end. We hope that our 
priests and people will seek op- 
portunity to promote better under- 
standing of the many factors in 
this complex problem and strive 
for its solution in a genuine Catho- 
lic spirit. 


ed 


And we plead as well for a gen. 
erous interest in the welfare of our 
Spanish-speaking population. Many 
of them go back through a long line 
to the first settlers who came into 
our Southwest, and others have 
come in recent years from Mexico, 
They also have a right to expect 
the full enjoyment of our demo. 
cratic institutions and that help in 
social life which is accorded to 
others. The sincerity of our Good 
Neighbor policy with Latin Amer. 
ica, so Christian in its spirit and so 
well calculated to foster right inter. 
national relations, will be attested 
by our attitude toward our fellow. 
citizens of Latin American origin or 
descent. 


OpporTUNITY FOR War VictTors 


If the responsibility faced by the 
victors is great, the opportunity is 
historical. Now there comes the 
chance not in hatred or vengeance 
but in justice and charity to base 
a social reconstruction on truth and 
right. The men of our fighting 
forces, in whose gallantry and 
heroism we rejoice; their loved 
ones whose anxiety we share will 
be satisfied with nothing less. 

The peoples of the world, the 
simple peoples, the fathers of 
families, the toilers and laborers, 
the people who have the same 
interests and the same ambitions 
which we cherish are looking to us, 
to this great land of freedom. We 
must not disappoint them. It is our 
historic opportunity to do our full 
duty in the Family of Nations. The 
causes of war must be removed, the 
honest needs of people must be met, 
their rights recognized. This must 
be a good peace which our victory 
will achieve. 

But first let us make ourselves 
in very truth peacemakers. Let us 
recognize the problems in our own 
social life and courageously seek 
the solution of them. Ai first prin- 
ciple must be the recognition of the 
sovereignty of God and of the moral 
law in our national life and in the 
right ordering of a new world bor 
of the sacrifices and hardships of 
war. 
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ton Federation of Churches, there are 97 Catho- 

lics serving in the present Congress. Of these 
86 are members of the House of Representatives, con- 
stituting 20°; of the whole. 11 Senators, roughly 11% 
of the upper body of legislators, are Catholics. The 
percentage of Catholic Senators and Congressmen 
taken together is reckoned at 18‘%, comparing almost 
exactly to the percentage of Catholics in the whole 
country, which is above one-sixth of the total popula- 
tion. Only 8 of the legislators are listed as “of no 
religious affiliation,” but there are 30 whose affiliation 
is “unknown.” Of the Protestant members, 93 are 
Methodists, 69 Presbyterians, 60 Baptists, 57 are 
Episcopalians. 33 are recorded as “Protestants” with 
no further specification. There are 77 members of 
other Protestant groups, and 7 Jews. 

By way of contrast, it is noted from a brochure pub- 
lished by the British Information Service that in Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales there are only 3,020,888 
Catholics and they are represented by 48 Catholics in 
the House of Lords and 22 in Commons. 


A CCORDING to data compiled by the Washing- 


* 


Believing that the essential problems of the Church 
are theological and that, until the Church knows what 
it believes, it will not be able to act vigorously, one 
hundred ministers of the Church of Scotland (Protes- 
tant) have called for a more intensive study of theology 
within the Church. 

The movement arose out of concern for what was 
described as “the present fluid condition of the beliefs 
of the Church of Scotland.” The sponsors feel that 
“only when the theological ground-work is clear and 
steady will the superstructure be compact and effec- 
tive.” 

The ministerial group declared the Church is now 
kept by irresolution in theological matters from facing 
issues seriously. It recommended a new Confession 
of Faith to replace the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. 

a ok oe 

The depth of religious feeling among Russians be- 
fore the advent of the Communist dictators is given by 
a writer in a recent issue of the /rish Catholic, who 
points out that “Kiev, an important city, was the holi- 
est spot in all the vast realms of the Tsar, where for 
eleven centuries an annual stream of some quarter 
million pilgrims made their way to beseech the inter- 
cession of the many saints who lie buried in the dark 
recesses of mysterious catacombs beneath the high 
painted walls and domes of lustrous gold and roofs of 
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blue of the Laura or Cave Town of the Blessed. The 
city, too, possesses the Cathedral of St. Sophia, the old- 
est in Russia, once renowned for its golden cupola, 
while on a giddy platform of rock towering above the 
river and the industrial quarter, is the Church of Saint 
Andrew, marking the traditional spot where the Apostle 
first preached the Gospel and prophesied the existence 
and future prosperity of Kiev.” 

On a hill ovelooking the city of Kiev stands the 
Holy Laura (monastery), a town within a city, at one 
time the pulse of the Orthodox Church, founded by a 
hermit named Hilarion. In other days the high walls 
on either side of the road which led to the Holy Gate 
of the monastery were covered with vast, soft toned 
paintings of great beauty. On one side was depicted 
the life of St. Anthony, while on the opposite was 
limned that of his disciple, St. Theodosius, whose relics 
reposed, enclosed in a sacrophagus, under the seven 
golden domes of the Uspenski Cathedral within the 
walls of the Laura. For fifty feet and more the high 
frescoed walls stretched back, converging on the deep, 
vaulted entrance of the Holy Gate, where the pilgrims 
were wont to stand, with bared heads, bowing and 
making the sign of the Cross, ere they passed its 
threshold. 


At the annual meeting of the Catholic Church Exten- 
sion Society in Chicago last month, a reorganization 
was announced. A governing board composed of all 
the Archbishops in the United States and including 
Bishops, priests and laymen was set up under the life 
chairmanship of Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch of 
Chicago. Most Rev. William D. O’Brien, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago is serving his fourth term as presi- 
dent of the Society. Other officers include Rev. Joseph 
B. Lux, first vice-president and Rev. Richard St. John, 
vice-president and general secretary. 


* Ba 8 


Replying to a series of attacks on Catholicism and 
the Holy Father appearing in The Nottingham Journal 
(England) the Rev. J. Vivian Thomas, Free Church 
minister, pays a striking tribute to the Catholic Church. 

“Rome,” says Rev. Mr. Thomas, “has held the fort 
for us all against the almost all-victorious march of 
paganism. It is Rome which is now the champion of 
God’s inspired word against the onslaughts of the cur- 
rent shallow modernism which treats the Scriptures as 
legendary in spite of the fact that research and arch- 
eology are fast confirming them. 

“The Pope has ordered his followers to love, study 
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and read the Bible, whereas Protestants everywhere 
are sadly neglecting the Book of Books. 

“Rome is the champion of Christian morality, setting 
her face like a flint against divorce, a growing evil in 
our midst and, above all, against contraception, which 
besmirches marriage, murders the unborn, and has 
made shipwrecks of the morals of our young people.” 

Finally, the clergyman says: “Everyone knows that 
the Roman Church in Germany made one of the finest 
witnesses for Christ. Let us give fair play to the 
Roman Catholics, and whilst remaining utterly loyal 
to our own convictions, let us pray that Romans, 
Anglicans and Free Churchmen will grow in mutual 
appreciation and understanding.” 

* oy cg 

According to a news report from Stockholm, 
Sweden, appearing in the New York Times on Novem- 
ber 15th, there is a movement among anti-Nazis in 
Germany to chose one of the Cardinals as post-war 
Chancellor of the Reich until a stable government can 
be established. 

The proponents of this idea argue that the Allies 
would not approve of military rule or a monarchy, but 
that a stable government would be needed at once until 
democratically chosen leaders appeared. 

Public support of a Catholic prelate as Reich Chan- 
cellor would be assured, they believe, from the fact 
that a recent survey showed 50 per cent of all Germans 
were now Roman Catholics, although before the war 
Catholics numbered only a third of the population. 


* 1 


Senor Elpidio Gonzalez, former Vice-President of 
the Argentine Republic, is reported to have entered a 
Franciscan Monastery to devote the rest of his life 
to religious work. 

ok * 


Published under Catholic auspices in England, a 
labor publication known as People and Freedom has 
this to say anent the Russian Church: 

“Tt is interesting how closely the Russian Revolution 
of 1917 has followed the phases of the French Revolu- 
tion of 1789. The latter began with the cult of the 
Goddess Reason, the dancing of the carmagnole on 
the desecrated altars, but after a period of persecution 
came the concordat of 1801. The Russian tempo is 
slower, but in the same way the consolidation of a 
new political and social structure has seemed to bring 
as corollary the recognition that within its framework 
the Church must have acknowledged place. 

“The reinstatement of the Orthodox Patriarch and 
the re-establishment of the Holy Synod, whatever the 
motives that determined Stalin’s assent (and we need 
not suppose them any purer than Napoleon’s) has a 
vital significance, and would assuredly not have come 
about but for the persistent power of religion in the 
life of the Russian people. A victory has been won, 
though this is but the prelude to further battles, for the 
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Church having thus emerged from the Catacombs mus 
either become subservient to the State or constitute g 
perpetual challenge. But sooner or later the working of 
the Christian leaven must lead to that freedom (which 
Russia has never known) in which the Church finds its 
one sure guarantee in the temporal order.” 


oo co * cg 


A mission drama contest, open to professional and 
non-professional writers, was announced by the na. 
tional officers of the Catholic Students’ Mission 
Crusade in Cincinnati, December Ist. The purpose 
of the contest is to provide plays on a missionary 
theme for use, without royalty, in school and parish 
dramatic clubs. The sponsorship of the contest is 
shared by the Maryknoll Society (Maryknoll, N. Y,), 
through which the money for the prize-winning mant- 
script was donated. There will be three prizes, $125, 
$50, and $25, respectively. All manuscripts must be 
submitted to the national offices of the Crusade at the 
Crusade Castle, Shattuc Avenue, Cincinnati (26), Ohio, 
not later than Easter Monday, April 10th, 1944. 

Entries will be judged first on their conformity to 
the rules of style for dramatic writing; in other words, 
the first standard for judging an entry will be whether 
or not it is “a good play.’”’ However, the theme must 
be “missionary,” according to one or more of the fol- 
lowing rules, as stated in the contest announcements: 

(1) The development of the plot must give recogzi- 
tion in some way to the principles of world Christian- 
ity; that is to say, the leading characters must be 
motivated by Christian ideals. 

(2) The action of the play must deal with Catholic 
missionary work and life, in the United States or in 
any other country, in one or other of the following 
ways: by portraying actual missionary work; by de- 
picting life in a region where missionaries are work- 
ing; by dealing with the problem of vocation to mis- 
sionary service; or by portraying the relation of the 
missionary ideal to Catholic life in general. 


Prize-winning manuscripts will become the property 
of the Catholic Students’ Mission Crusade. Should 
any prize-winning play, however, be used subsequently 
for professional stage presentation or adaption to 
motion pictures or radio, the author will be consulted 
and arrangements made for sharing of royalties. Plays 
not winning prizes will likewise become the property 
of the Crusade, to employ in any way useful to the 
missions that it sees fit, unless the contestants request 
their return. In such cases, return postage should be 
enclosed with the manuscripts. 


* * * * 


Mainly through collections in United States Catholic 
Churches, $1,292,800 has been contributed in 1943 to 
the Bishops’ War Emergency and Relief Fund. 0! 
this sum $855,954 was sent to Pope Pius for use in his 
charitable work in European countries. 
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LL associated with ae 
A the Graymoor Com- sy 

munity and its ac- be 
tivities will be pleased to ag 
know that the Most Rev. ae 
William T. McCarty, ig 
C.SS.R., Auiliary Bishop of Re 
the Military Ordinariate, a 
advanced two Atonement 
Friars, Fathers Richard and 4 
Frederick, to the dignity of 4: 


° > # 
the Priesthood on the Feast a 
of the Immaculate Concep- J 
tion. The ordination cere- a 


monies were held at Saint ay 
Cecilia’s Church, New Re 
York City, and were at- 
tended by several of the 
Fathers from Graymoor 
and the Sisters in resid- 
ence at St. Cecilia’s Mis- 
sion House, as well as a 
throng of relatives and 
friends of the happy candi- 
dates. The chants accom- 
panying the office were 
rendered by the Graymoor 
Choir, which seemed at its 
very best in the majestic 
surroundings of Saint 
Cecilia’s. 

Our two new Fathers 
were prepared for the sol- 
emnities of the great day 
by an eight-day retreat at 
the Seminary in Washing- 
ton. The Very Reverend 
Father General presented 
them to His Excellency 
after giving testimonial as 
to their character and education, ac- 
cording to the age-old custom of the 
Church. As Bishop McCarty laid 
hands on the youthful Levites, all 
in attendance bent low in silent 
prayer, to offer thanks to God for 
the outpouring of His choicest gifts 
on the newly-ordained priests for 
the welfare and advancement of 
the Church. 

Father Richard Roth, S.A., senior 
of the two young priests, first came 
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Seciely of Atonement Aunals 
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Oloria in Excelsis Den 


Hay the Divine Infant bestow on 
all our kind benefactors the blessings 


of His Christmas Pearce. 


Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


ay 
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to Graymoor as a student at Saint 
John’s in 1932. He served his novi- 
tiate under the present Father 
General in the years 1935 and 1936, 
receiving his vows at the hands of 
the Father Founder. In Washing- 
ton he pursued his studies with 
diligence and attentiveness, yet he 
was always ready and willing to 
apply himself to construction and 
repair tasks in which he was facile. 
Like his father, who designed the 


ea aa aaa a 


5 main altar in the Seminary 
AS Chapel, Father Richard 
j often made use of his 
native talent in woodcarv- 
ing to enhance the material 
fabric of our Washington 
House of Studies. Father 
Richard’s first Solemn 
Mass will be offered in his 
parish church, Saint John 
the Evangelist, New Brit- 


iwi Di Dia aia aa 


ain, Connecticut, on Sun- 
BR day, December 12th. 
BR Father Frederick Davis, 
Fi) S.A., son of Mr. and Mrs. 


Bid 


George Davis of New York 


ae City, first attended Holy 
gq Trinity High School in 
Es Plainfield, N. J., before 
ae coming to St. John’s at 
aR Graymoor. With Father 
Fs Richard he spent his novi- 

tiate at Graymoor and 


then seven years of study 
at the Atonement Seminary 
of the Holy Ghost at the 
Catholic University, Wash- 
ington. His vocal abilities 
as a cantor in the Seminary 
Choir and on the occasion 
of feast-day celebrations 
won the praise and admira- 
tion of his fellow Friars, as 
did his infectious good 
humor and generous ap- 
plication to good causes of 
every nature. He was one 
of the first of our Friars 
to take an active part in 
the outdoor apostolate of 
the Washington Catholic Evidence 
Guild. 

Father Frederick will sing his 
first High Mass in his boyhood 
church, St. Mary’s, Plainfield, N. J., 
on Gaudete Sunday. Ministers at 
the altar on this day will include 
Father Justin, S.A., deacon and 


Bisi ai wiaisiaisiaiaiais 


S58 


Saiz 


Father Angelus, S.A., subdeacon. 
Father Gregory, S.A., will act as 
Archpriest, and Frater Aedan, S.A., 
The 


will be master of ceremonies. 
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Father Richard, S.A. 


sermon will be delivered by Father 
Bede, S.A., Vice-Rector of Saint 
John’s Seminary. 

While the prayers of all are 
asked for the continuance of the 
initial zeal and fervor of our two 
new priests, the Fathers themselves 
wish to thank the readers of THE 
Lamp for their many generosities 
which made possible their attain- 
ment of the holiest of goals, the 
Priesthood of Jesus Christ. In 
gratitude, Father Frederick and 
Father Richard will keep the inten- 
tions of all their benefactors in their 
hearts each time they offer the great 
Atonement sacrifice. 


The mystic significance of the 
great Catholic doctrine of the 
Communion of Saints was once 
more revealed in the liturgical ob- 
servance of the great Feast of All 
Saints and the Commemoration of 
All Souls which follows it. In its 
majestic Liturgy on All Saints Day 
the Church on earth asks the inter- 
cession of all the holy men and 
women who have gone on before, 
that all Christians might be guided 
to act at all times in perfect con- 
formity with the example of Jesus 
Christ so that they toc may have a 
share in His glory. The chants of 
the Mass for this day lay great 


stress on the unity that exists be- 
tween the Church Triumphant and 
the Church Militant. Father Gen- 
eral was celebrant of the Solemn 
Mass on All Saints’ day in St. Fran 
cis’ Chapel with the Brothers’ Choir 
chanting the responses. Father 
Agnellus, S.A., celebrated and 
preached at the High Mass in 
St. John’s Church. 

The bond existing between the 
faithful on earth and the members 
of the Church suffering was empha- 
sized on the following day, when 
the glorious chants of the Feast of 


All Saints were replaced with the | 


sombre tones of the Requiem Of- 
fice. The Father Vicar sang the 
Solemn Mass for the Departed in 
St. Francis’ Chapel and presided at 
the Absolution office which fol- 
lowed it. Father Matthias, S.A., 
was celebrant at St. John’s Church, 
assisted by Father Dunstan, S.A., 
as deacon, and Father Benjamin, 
S.A., subdeacon. 

The daily Mass of the Friars all 
through the month of November 
was offered for the repose of the 
souls of deceased benefactors of the 
Congregation, as well as for all the 
souls whose names were sent in by 
our friends for remembrance in the 
Holy Sacrifice. 


Three Novices of the Sisters’ 
Community were admitted to their 
first vows by the Very Reverend 
Father General, S.A., at the con- 
clusion of a Solemn Mass on 
October 29th. After the Sisters ap- 
proached the altar to place their 





Fra. Xavier, S.A. 





Father Frederick, S.A. 


petition before him, the Father 
General delivered a moving exhor- 
tation on fidelity towards the spirit 
of the true religious, exemplified by 
the close following of the constitu. 
tions and rules of the Institute. He 
reminded them of the _ infinite 
treasures of God’s reward for con- 
stancy in His service, promised on 
the basic condition of fidelity and 
perseverance. Father Samuel, S.A, 
and Father Benjamin, S.A.., assisted 
the Father General at the altar. 
The Sisters professed were: Sister 
Gemma Marie, S.A., formerly of 
Yonkers, N. Y.; Sister Ann Joseph, 
S.A., formerly of Brooklyn; and 
Sister Mary Rose, S.A., of Phila- 
delphia. Their preparatory retreat 
had been conducted at the Convent 
by Father Theophane, S.A. 


* BA * 


October 30th, the thirty-fourth 
anniversary of the corporate recep- 
tion of the Society of the Atone- 
ment, was marked with a Solemn 
Mass in St. Francis’ Chapel, at 
which Very Rev. Father Aloysius, 
S.A., officiated. The Mass was ol- 
fered in loving gratitude for God's 
generosity in giving the light of 
faith to the Father Founder, the 
Mother Foundress and their loyal 
associates at one and the same time. 
A further reason for thanksgiving 
on this day was the kindness of 





eccle 
ting 
work 


Moth 


Th 
ball 
Guilk 
took 
13th. 
work 
succe 
result 
tions. 
livere 
of th 
arran 
tribut 
flow 
frate1 
great 
Fathe 
his t 
Guilc 
the S 
ally 
Burse 
Scotl. 
is, 
featu 
as Vv 
Broth 
at th 
S.A. 


Pre 
obser 
Octay 
Shrin 
tion, 
ica, 
Churc 
heade 
Comn 
Frate 
Lewis 
of thi 
ence 
C.S.M 
of nz 
drawr 
1944 
Octav 
worth 
line v 
ago, t 
withir 
aroun: 








Father 
exhor- 
> spirit 
fied by 
nstitu- 
e. He 
infinite 
or con- 
ised on 
ity and 
‘1, S.A., 
issisted 

altar. 
: Sister 
erly of 
Joseph, 
n; and 
Phila- 
retreat 
Sonvent 


y-fourth 
> recep- 
Atone- 
Solemn 
apel, at 
loysius, 
was Of- 
yr God's 
light of 
der, the 
ir loyal 
me time. 
ksgiving 
iness of 








ecclesiastical authorities in permit- 
ting the Society to continue its 
work for God in the bosom of 
Mother Church. 


The annual charity concert and 
ball of the Philadelphia groups, 
Guild of St. Margaret of Scotland, 
took place this year on November 
13th. The efforts of the hard- 
working committee to insure the 
success of the ball were blessed in 
results that surpassed their expecta- 
tions. Frater Colman, S.A., de- 
livered a glowing tribute to the zeal 
of the men and women in charge of 
arrangements, to whom he at- 
tributed responsibility for the over- 
flow attendance and the truly 
fraternal spirit that pervaded the 
great ball. The Very Reverend 
Father General, S.A., reviewed in 
his talk the rapid growth of the 
Guild and, the extent of its help to 
the Society, witnessed most graphic- 
ally in the completion of the first 
Burse in honor of St. Margaret of 
Scotland. Father John Baptist, 
S.A., also attended. The concert 
featured Scottish airs and melodies, 
as well as vocal selections by 
Brother Aelred, S.A., accompanied 
at the organ by Brother Conrad, 
S.A. 

Preparations for a truly national 
observance of the Church Unity 
Octave, to be held at the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, Catholic University of Amer- 
ica, are in charge of a_ special 
Church Unity Octave Committee, 
headed by Frater Xavier, S.A. The 
Committee, which includes also our 
Fraters Bartholomew, Daniel and 
Lewis, works under the direction 
of the Catholic University Confer- 
ence of Clerics and Religious— 
C.S.M.C. A notable list of speakers 
of national prominence has been 
drawn up, with the promise that the 
1944 discussions of the various 
Octave intentions will equal the 
worthiest of all past efforts. In 
line with plans initiated three years 
ago, the observance of the Sunday 
within the Octave will center 
around the appreciation of the 
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Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


All Saints: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1; N. C., Pa., 25c. Total, $4,579.90 

St. Patrick: N. B. C., Pa., $1; Anon., $1. Total, $4,527.53. 

St. one Mrs. T. F. N., Conn., $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1: 
N. C., Pa C. B., N. Y., $12; Mrs. W. B., Iowa, $1; C. R. S., Ind., $2. 
Totz ul, $3714. 70 

Sacred Heart: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1; N. B. C., Pa., $1. Total, 
$3,613.70 

St. Ann: A. L., Mass., $1; Mrs. J. M., Minn., $1; N. B. C., Pa., $1. 
Total, $2,965.27. 

St. Joseph: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1; N. B. C., Pa., $1. Total, 
$2,748.98 

St. Jude: M. F., Miss., $1; M. E. S., N. ¥., $5; N. B. C., Pa., $1; 


J. E., Del., $25. Total $2,671.45. 
St. ake Xavier: Friends in Conn., $4; N. B. C., Pa., 25e; L. A. M., 
Y., $9. Total, $2,561.45 
‘2 Father Paul, S.A.;: Mrs. S. S., Mass., $4; O. W., N. Y., $1; 
N. B. C., Pa., 25c. Total, $2,215.07 
Pius X: A. MeN., N. Y., 2c; N. B. C., Pa., 25c. Total, $2,132.95. 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1.50; A.McN., 
N. Y., 2c; N. B. C., Pa., $1. Total, $1,875. 55. 

Our Lady of Lourdes: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1; A. 
20c. Total, $1,768.80. 

St. Christopher: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1.50; N. B. C., Pa. 
Total, $1,705.25 

© Francis of Assisi: R. R., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1; 


C. MeN., N. Y., 


N. B. ’a., 25c. Total, $1,659.30 

Th "ha N. B. C.. Pa., 25c. Total, $1,340.80 

Little Flower: Mrs. C. L. 0’ ‘ Ne al., $2; Mrs. S., Mass., $1; N. B. C., 
Pa., $1; Mrs. W. W., N. Dak., $1; C. B., N. Y., $10; Mgt. M. C., Mass., 
$5; F. A., N. Y., $1; A. F., N. a $1. Total, $1,328.39 





Sacred Shoulder: Mrs. M. be K,, , $29. Total, $1,095.05. 

Holy Face: Mrs. C. L. O'B., Cal., $1; N. B. C., Pa., $1. Total, $537.45. 

Our Lady of the y ati | ee . $3; S. C., Conn., $1; 
D. M., Conn., $250; N. B. C, Pa. $1; J. M., N. ¥., $5; Mrs. J. W., 
N. Y., $10. $517.64 

St. Matthias: N. B. C., Pa., 25c; Mrs. S. R., Pa. 10c; Miss W., 
N $2. Total, $476.32 

“Infant of Prague: N. B. C., Pa., $1. Total, $448.10. 

Most Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal. $1; Mrs. N. B. C, 
Pa., $1. Total, $447.85 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: 
$1. Total, $421.20. 

Blessed Sacrament: Mrs. E. A. McC., $5; Mrs. C. L. O’B., 
Cal., $1; N. B. C., Pa., $1; Mrs. E. A. cc N. Y., $4. Total, $413.73. 

Holy Souls: Mr. A. S., N. Y., 10c. Total, $402.50 

Our Lady of Prompt Succor: N. B. C., Pa., $1. 

Holy Spirit: J. D., Ill, $1. Total, $281.35 

Our Sorrowful Mother: Mrs. C. L. O' ms Cal., $1. Total, $244.10. 

St. Margaret of Scotland, No. 2: N. B , Pa., 25c. Total,- $230.96. 

Archangel Raphael: C. A. F., N. Y., $10, Total, $196.30. 

Blessed Mother Cabrini: N. B. C., Pa., 25c. Total, $79.70. 

Brother Anthony: N. B. C., Pa., 25c. Total, $69.60. 

Catherine Tekakwitha: S. G. D., Mass., $3. Total, $36.55. 

St. Gerard Majella: Mrs. P. C. S., Mass., $1. Total, $25.88. 

Our Lady of the Rosary: M.N., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal, 
$2. Total, $16.50. 








Ad 


J. Q., N. ¥., $5; N. B.C., Pa. 
a 


Total, $337.80. * 








Rev. Ambrose Senyshyn, O.S.B.M., 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Ukrainian ton. 


visible unity of the Church by her diocese, will pontificate and preach. 
own members, with a celebration of His Excellency will be assisted by 
the Divine Liturgy of Saint John priests of the Byzantine Rite and 
Chrysostom in the great Crypt of the combined choirs of Saint Basil’s 
the National Shrine. The Most Seminary, Stamford, Conn., and 
St. Josaphat’s Seminary, Washing- 
The clergy and religious as- 
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sociated with the many schools of 
the Catholic University and the lay 
people of Washington are expected 
to attend in encouraging numbers. 


* * * * 


In preparation for the Feast of 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Father 
Theophane, S.A., conducted a three- 
day retreat for the residents cf 
St. Elizabeth’s Hospice, Graymoor 
Manor. Taking as his theme the 
Life of Our Blessed 
Lord, Father Theophane 
stressed the necessary 
imitation by members of 
the Mystical Body of 
their glorious Head. 
Tertiaries of St. Francis, 
with the Poverello of 
Assisi and their Royal 


Patroness as examples, 
could well afford to 
show the world real 


leadership in the imita- 
tion of Christ. The re- 
treat concluded on the 
Feastday, with a Sung 
Mass, at which Father 
Theophane was assisted 
by the Brothers’ Choir. 
* *¢ * & 

The newest of the stu- 
dents of Saint John’s 
Atonement Seminary 
were enrolled as Ter- 
tiaries of St. Francis on 
the afternoon of Saint 
Elizabeth’s Day. The 
ceremonies took place in 
the Crypt Chapel of 
St. Anthony’s Shrine, 
after Solemn Vespers 
and before Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Father Samuel, 
S.A., imparted the General Absolu- 
tion to the newly-enrolled tertiaries 
and the other assembled students at 
the close of the services. 


* * * * 


The missionary activities of the 
students continue to progress, as 
evidenced by their bi-weekly meet- 
ings in the Little Flower Audi- 
torium. Alternate sessions are 
devoted to Mission Crusade discus- 


St. Francis Chapel on the 


sions and Evidence Guild talks. In 
Evidence Guild meetings, the capa- 
bility with which a student dis- 
pells the objections of members of 
the audience, who are free to pro- 
pose questions on points of Catho- 
lic doctrine discussed, determines 
to a great extent his ability as a 
prospective street-preacher. The 
hardest questions are reserved for 
Father Dunstan, S.A., the Moder- 
ator, to dispose of. The aim of the 














in its Christmas adornment 


Mission meetings is to study the 
progress of the faith in its world- 
wide advance on the missionary 
front. Many of the talks have 
been found illuminating even to the 
Faculty members in attendance. 


a. Z~ 


Thanksgiving Day was observed 
at Graymoor with emphasis on the 
religious motives that brought it 
into being. While a bountiful repast 


Mount of the Atonement 


was served to both Friars and 
Brothers Christopher, in conformity 
with an understandable tradition, 
the religious exercises of tne day 
were of paramount importance. A 
Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving was 
celebrated at St. Francis’ Chapel 
and a Sung Mass at the Inn. Prayers 
were offered for God’s blessings on 
the poor and hungry of all nations, 
as well as in gratitude for His 
abundant blessings on the people 
of our own land and the 
armed forces now pro- 
tecting them. 

In the evening, 
students presented a 
three-act mystery play. 
Stage-settings, costumes 
and all other details 
were of their own crea- 
tion, as all details were 
wisely left to them by 
the Father Rector. An 
appreciative audience 
applauded the perform- 
ance, which was exe- 
cuted as if by profes- 
sionals, but was in fact 
entirely under the direc- 
tion of one of our tal- 
ented students. 

ok ok oe 

Some few weeks ago, 
before the present sad 
state of military and 
political affairs had de- 
veloped in Rome, a 
speaker on the Vatican 
Radio issued a call ask- 
ing the faithful of the 
whole world to join in 
prayer for more voca- 
tions to the priesthood. 
Commenting on this sub- 
ject the Osservatore Ro- 
mano observes that “of all divine 
works the most divine is to co- 
operate with God in the salvation 
of souls” and that “no higher or 
more blessed task can fall to the 
faithful than to give to God more 
good priests.” 

Apropos of this, we recall read- 
ing not so long ago an account of 
how the railroad workers in Ireland 
have for years maintained the Saint 
Joseph’s Young Priests’ Society for 
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the express purpose of helping 
young men to attain their holy voca- 
tion. Today there are no fewer 
than forty-three students for the 
priesthood being maintained by the 
generosity of the railroad workers, 
and of these six are Africans and 
two Indians. 

Working somewhat along the 
same lines, but as an individual, an 
engineer for the Baltimore and 
Ohio, John G. Hoctor, of Columbus, 
Ohio, has found the time and 
money—on a small income—to 
make the sponsoring of priestly 
vocations a sort of hobby which 
has been very fruitful of results— 
two of his young proteges being 
ordained in recent months. 

These examples of what can be 
done by organizations or individuals 
to cooperate with God in the salva- 
tion of souls brings the thought that 
few Catholics really realize that 
to attain Holy Orders requires 
years of study—to educate and to 
test the character and the worthi- 
ness of the vocation of the aspirant 
to be raised to the sacred dignity of 
an “alter Christus.” 

Those years of study entail a 
financial outlay for board and tui- 
tion which poor young men blessed 
with a divine vocation to serve God 
are unable to meet from their own 
or family resources. It is to help 
such young men aspiring to be 
Franciscan Missionary Priests of 
the Atonement that our Students’ 
Bread Fund is maintained. It 
provides much needed and prac- 
tical help in the support of the 
young men and affords our Catholic 
faithful an opportunity to share in 
“the blessed task of providing more 
and more good priests for the work 
of God.” 

In these pages each month we 
have recorded the contributions re- 
ceived for the Students’ Bread Fund 
and have expressed our deep grati- 
tude, but, over and beyond that, we 
never fail to be mindful of these 
charitable friends in our daily 
prayers, that God will repay them 
with the hundredfold reward He 
has promised to those who make a 
little self-denial in His Holy Name. 

Contributions to the Students’ 
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Invoke Saint Anthony in Your 
Need Through the 


Perpetual Novena 


at 


Graymoor 





The sad and difficult times through which we are passing 
has had the salutary effect of chastening the spirit and recalling 
many to a stronger and holier dependence on prayer to Almighty 
God in temporal as well as spiritual needs. That this is so evident 
in the many petitions sent us for remembrance in the Novenas of 
prayer constantly ascending to heaven at Saint Anthony’s Shrine 
at Graymoor, invoking through the beloved Saint of Padua, whom 
the Christ-Child so loved and honored, the benign favor of God 
the Father. 

God does, in His goodness, give us many, many temporal 
favors in answer to prayer; but our prayer must always carry 
the condition that its granting be in accordance with the Holy 
Will of God. 

Below we append a few of the many letters expressing grati- 
tude for Divine favors received through the intercession of the 
good Saint of Padua: 


E. M. B., Baltimore, Md.: Sometime ago I wrote to ask for 
prayers that I would pass an examination which I had to take and pass 
in order to keep my position. I promised St. Anthony an offering in 
thanksgiving which I now send, as I passed the examination 

E. O’R., Mount Vernon, N. Y.: I wish to publicly express my 
thanksgiving and gratitude to St. Anthony for his intercession in ob- 
taining my special intention which I have been praying for about 
two years 

T. V., Jr., Bronxville, N. Y.: Enclosed check I am sending you in 
thanksgiving to St. Anthony for the graces and favors he has been so 
good to help me enjoy. 

A. C., Brooklyn, N. Y.: Through the intercession of our good 
St. Anthony, I am very happy to state that I have received a favor 
which I sought for many years. 


Petitions for remembrance in our Perpetual Novena to Saint 
Anthony should be addressed: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 





Bread Fund since the last report $1; T. F.S..N. Y,, 
were: 5: 


A., 


Theophane, $ 
$5; 
E 


thr 
mnie 


. J. Z., Mass., $10; J. and H., Ohio, 


Oo. Va, 0: A A, Se... T Be -Sr Be te ee, SS. s, 


. M. W., N. ¥., $5; M. ML, Mass., $5; K. R. H., Mass., $4; L. C, N. Y., $2; 
D., $1.88; Anon., $1; K. A. N., N. Y,, 


S. H., Mass., $5. 











$4; Through Father 
: M. E. O'N., Pa., 
A. J. D., La., $5; N. D., Mich., $2; 
. H., I, $1; A. T., Mass., H; A. A, 
i. 0. N. ¥, 36. M.S. YS: N.Y. 82: EB, Ohi, Si: J. C.F 
N. ¥., $k 





A Blame of Fire 


és HERE is nothing left of her 
7 but a flame of fire!” A de- 
scriptive comment of Saint 
Madeleine Sophie made by a close 
friend during the last year of her 
busy, important life, is an accurate 
description of her entire life. What 
she lacked in size and strength 
physically, she more than made up 
for by the flame of fire of love 
for Christ burning continu- 
ally in her heart. This flame 
served a multiple purpose 
in her life and in her con- 
tacts with others. 

The eternal flame of fire 
in the Saint’s life was 
lighted for her in her hum- 
ble French home, the peas- 
ant home of a lowly vine- 
dresser in Joigny. (What a 
continual source of bless- 
ings to the Church were such 
devoted Catholic homes!) 
In such a home was born on 
December 12, 1779 a sweet, 
frail little girl, who was 
destined to carry her flame 
of love for Christ humbly 
but triumphantly and then 
to pass this on to many 
others to continue the work 
of love for Him. But first 
the flame had to be started 
within the confines of that 
peasant home. 

Two members of . this 
vine-dresser’s family ex- 
erted the greatest influence 
over the early years of her 
life—her mother and her 
eleven-years-older brother, Louis. 
The mother, an ideal Catholic 
mother for the girl, and the brother 
were the instruments in God’s hands 
to help to prepare and direct this 
young life to the way of helpful 
service. 

From earliest babyhood Sophie 
Barat was the boon companion of 
her mother. The two lived almost 


inseparable lives to the extent that 
both were reluctant to part when the 
call of a life for Christ came to the 
girl a number of years later. Fortu- 
nately for the young child, her 
mother was well educated. She 
knew that the little girl would have 


to know and to have, to be best 
prepared for life’s opportunities 
and problems. “You will be the 





Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat 


Mother Foundress of the Society of the Sacred Heart. 


comfort of my old age?” was the 
mother’s inquiry with increasing 
frequency as the years of youth 
passed rapidly. 

With a vision that went far 
beyond the confines of the peasant 
home, Louis was able to save 
Sophie from the selfish restrictions 
of her mother’s love and also to 
help prepare the young girl for the 


By Leslie E. Dunhin 


broader field of service that would 
be hers. At the very time when 
he served as her godfather, Louis 
himself was looking forward to be- 
coming a priest. He wanted to 
share this desire for service with 
her, if it should be God’s desire for 
Sophie to become interested in the 
religious life. At least he would 
see to it that she would be amply 
prepared for it, if and when 
the call should come. 

The two older members 
of the family consciously 
and unconsciously worked 
together to start the flame 
of fire in the heart and 
sou! of the small girl, a 
flame to light, to warm, to 
warn, and to inspire both 
herself and all those with 
whom she might come into 


contact. 

The location of their 
home made their efforts 
easier. The Barat family 


lived within sight of the 
Church of St. Thibault in 
Joigny. Also in this home 
community was located a 
college for higher educa- 
tion. It was as natural for 
Sophie to have religion oc- 
cupy a prominent place in 
her daily life and to ob- 
tain as much education as 
possible, as it was for most 
young people to want to 
obtain food and clothing. 

Louis Barat, who had be- 
come Mathematics pro- 
fessor at Joigny, decided to take 
his younger sister, Sophie, more 
closely in hand. He saw possi- 
bilities in her life for the future, of 
which she herself was not aware at 
the time. However. she had enough 
confidence in him to follow will- 
ingly and gladly whatever sug- 
gestions he might have for her 
provided he was prudent and would 
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not go too far at a time with his 
hopes for her future. 

The program for each new day 
started with early Mass. This 
much was not so difficult as it might 
have been, since they lived only a 


very short distance from the 
church. However, this was fol- 
lowed by intensive study in a 
garret room of their home. The 


major subjects for her were Latin, 
Greek and Mathematics. 

Louis wisely provided for the best 
interests of her physical body and 
her keen mind as well as for the 
development of her heart. Each 
day’s schedule included a vigorous 
course of physical exercise, such 
as he gave his boys at the college. 
In addition to this he gave her 
thoughts relaxation from the more 
difficult subjects by teaching her 
both Spanish and Italian. 

Three pleasant years of this per- 
sonal preparation produced results 
in her young life. First of all she 
developed a great love for books 
and good reading. Through them 
she could enjoy to the full the best 
minds of her day and of all the 
years before her. In the second 
place but of primary importance to 
her future, she decided to give her- 
self 10 God. No nun had exerted 
any influence over her to produce 
this personal decision as a young 
girl, for she had never seen a nun 
until she became one herself some 
time later. She made the decision 
herself as a result of the three years 
of personal preparation directed by 
her brother. 

Once the flame of fire in her life 
had been lighted in her quiet home, 
the fourteen-year-old girl was to 
experience the first severe test in 
the form of a personal sorrow and 
anxiety. It struck her at the point 
closest to her heart. This was in 
1793 when Revolution swept over 
her country. All convents and 
monasteries in France were de- 
stroyed. The danger came closer 
to her even than that. Her own 
brother was taken away a prisoner 
with little prospect for ever return- 
ing alive. All she had of his for 
two long years was a picture of the 
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 
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The little church at Lumberton, North Carolina, established by the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement and reputed to be the first church edifice dedicated 
in the United States in honor of St. Madeleine Sophie. 


which he had managed to send to 
her from his prison confinement. 
This gave her personal assurance 
that he would be safe no matter 
what might happen to him. It also 
helped to keep her eyes and 
thoughts on the Source of safety 
and joy for her wherever she might 
be. 

Instead of shaking her own con- 
fidence in the personal decision for 
her future, the two years of her 
brother’s enforced absence in- 
creased her desire for and use of 
prayer. The Sacred Heart of Christ 
was taking care of Louis and in 
like manner was taking care of 
whatever the future might have in 
store for her. She was in Christ’s 
hands. All she needed to do was 
to continue her calm, firm faith in 
and loyalty to the Sacred Heart. 

Even her faith in prayer was 
tested severely. All the convents and 
monasteries in France had been de- 
stroyed. Her brother was confined 
in prison with no hopes for release 
soon or at any later time. She 
knew in her heart that she had a 
definite vocation for God and the 


Church, but she was needed at 
home for taking care of her parents 
in their great sorrow over the ap- 
parently tragic loss of their son. 
This brought one of the greatest 
tests for anybody endeavoring to 
live close to Christ. No matter 
how great might be her desire to 
give her life in service to God, she 
must learn to wait His time for her 
life’s plans. She was eager to be 
busy for Christ, but for the time 
being everything seemed to be 
getting in the way of her plans. 
This was one of her first important 
lessons to place herself as yielding 
clay in the hands of the Divine 
Potter, awaiting His pleasure. 
The return of her brother from 
prison confinement rekindled the 
flame of fire in Sophie’s life and 
presented him with the same prob- 
iem concerning her future. He was 
not content to see the future Saint 
Madeleine Sophie sidetracked ap- 
parently and delayed in their home. 
God was calling her. She was 


ready and glad to answer with a 
devoted life of service, but the way 
was not entirely clear for her yet. 
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Louis Barat sensed it was time 
to do something definite about his 
sister’s future. He took her to Paris 
where she would study the Bible 
and the works of the Fathers of 
the Church. 

Then came the purification and 
intensification of the brilliant flame 
of fire in her life. With her in- 
creased knowledge gained from the 
study of the published papers on 
theology, she was learning to be 
brave along with her humility and 
willingness to follow Christ closely. 
The years ahead for her would bring 
testing experiences which would 
extinguish the ordinary flame, but 
hers must not be darkened. There 
was a great work for her to do. 
Those days spent in study in Paris 
were very important for her. 

Her early personal interest in the 
classics turned exclusively now to 
the religious subjects and activ- 
ities. The foundation had been 
well laid earlier in her life, so the 
immediate efforts brought quicker 
results in her life and plans for the 
future. The flame of fire was to 
light the way for many and to bring 
a warmth of love to many others. 
Her brother appreciated even more 
than she herself then, what the time 
spent in study in Paris would mean 
to her. His personal interest in 
her was more than of an ordinary 
brother or even than an ordinary 
godfather. He was more like a 
human guardian angel for her in 
those final years of preparation. 

While God was preparing her for 
the work ahead for her, He was 
also developing the field in which 
she was to spend the rest of her 
busy life. France, scarred by the 
Revolution of 1789, had been 
ravished of all signs of the Chris- 
tian education of former years. 
Father Leonor de Tournely had set 
his heart on starting an order of the 
Fathers of the Sacred Heart to 
direct the work so necessary for 
France. Death stood in the way of 
the full accomplishment of these 
plans, but the inspiring challenge 
was passed on to Father Varin. 

Louis Barat decided to join the 
new Order of Priests and told their 
leader about his sister and her reli- 


SINT 


gious desires. Father Varin was 
glad to hear about Sophie and was 
confident that she had much greater 
work to do than she realized at the 
time the two met for the first time. 
There was need for a Society of the 
Sacred Heart for the nuns who 
would help with the new efforts. 

“When God’s will is known, our 
part is to obey,” was his challeng- 
ing answer to the humble doubts 
and hesitancy by her at first to- 
ward the suggestion. 

Then came the opportunities for 
her with a perplexing number of 
obstacles and trials. Her early 
love for Christ and the Church ex- 
pressed itself in a new love for the 
children looking to her and her 
helpers for their Christian educa- 
tion. The youngsters were so re- 
sponsive to their every effort and 
Father Varin was ever ready to help 
the busy workers in their new en- 
deavors. The success of the 


Cd 


Society would help the Order of the 
Fathers of the Sacred Heart to be 
even more successful. 

However, it was not all easy for 
her. Not all the troubles came 
from outside their group. Jealousy 
and selfishness among those who 
were trying to help to hold high the 
flame of fire from her life, threat. 
ened the success and the very 
existence of the new Society. 

She resorted to prayer and 
silence, as she lived the unselfish 
policy of her life, “Bear suffering 
from all, but give no cause of suf. 
fering to any one!” She did this 
so successfully that when death 
withdrew her from the religious ac. 
tivities of her helpers, the remain- 
ing ones were ready to carry on 
through the years the flame of fire 
generated from the fervor of faith 
of Saint Madeleine Sophie, the 
Foundress of the Society of the 
Sacred Heart. 
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Price: 





(No. 903) 


SICK CALL SET 
$3.00 


The articles needed by the Priest on a sick call or when the last rites 
of the Church are to be administered are: Crucifix, Bottle of Holy 
Water, Candles, glass of water, spoon and some cotton. 


Address orders with remittance to: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Religious Goods Dept. 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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6 Sdlutarvis Hostia! 


HIS is the popular hymn that 
T is nearly always sung in our 

churches by the Catholic 
congregation whenever the Blessed 
Sacrament is exposed upon the altar 
surrounded with lights and flowers, 
while the cloud of incense solemnly 
ascends up to the throne. 

Hostia, Jesus is the Victim 
hidden in the Host that daily offers 
Himself to the Father. Salutaris, 
He offers this self-sacrifice for our 
salvation. For this reason it is 
worthy and just that all who believe 
in this wonder should fall upon 
their knees and hail the hidden 
Saviour with the beautiful saluta- 
tion O Salutaris Hostia! 

Our divine Master said to the 
multitudes: “I am the living bread 
which came from heaven. If any 
man eat of this bread he shall live 
for ever.” Here Our Lord tells us 
that this Hostia or Holy Commun- 
ion will be a source of life for us. 
Evidently He does not mean this 
temporal life, for He died. His 
Blessed Mother died, and all Chris- 
tians die. 

He must have meant, then, the 
eternal life in heaven which is con- 
firmed by the following words: 
“He that eateth My flesh and drink- 
eth My blood hath everlasting life: 
and I will raise him up in the last 
day” (John vi, 55.) Therefore He 
supposes that we shall die, but on 
account of the Blessed Sacrament 
we have received in this life, we 
shall rise again to live a most happy 
life with Him in heaven for ever. 
Hence our hymn continues: Quae 
coeli pandis hostium, which opens 
to us the gate of heaven. 


ENEMIES OF THE SOUL 


Our Lord says that the way to 
heaven is a narrow one, whereas a 
broad way leads people to hell. 
Deny yourself, and take up your 
cross daily, is one of the first prin- 
ciples of Christian Doctrine laid 
down by our Divine Master. Both 





—Courtesy of Cathedral Art Metal Co 


O Sacrament most holy, 
O Sacrament Divine, 
All Praise and all Thanksgiving 


Be every moment Thine. 


things, indeed, are hard to our poor 
nature. Besides, the devil is cheat- 
ing us with his lies; the world is 
tempting us with the splendour of 
its vanities; the flesh is always 
resisting the efforts of the spirit. 
Hence we cry out: Bella praemunt 
hostitia! Our enemies are fighting 
against us! 

Jesus Christ knows all our 
troubles and infirmities; His com- 
passionate Heart is moved to pity, 
and stretching out His arms, He 
says: “Come to Me, all of you that 
labor and are burdened and I will 
refresh you,” (Matt. xi, 28). In 
answer to this loving invitation, 
millions of Christians in all parts 
of the world, weighed down with 
their crosses of poverty, work, sick- 
ness, failure, disappointments, ad- 





versity, calumny, persecution and 
temptations, come to the Sacred 
Banquet singing: Da robur fer 
auxilium! O Lord, hidden in that 
Sacred Host, strengthen us and give 
us some help. 

How We Are STRENGTHENED 

Through Holy Communion, then, 
Jesus strengthens and helps these 
faithful souls. He does it chiefly 
in three ways: 

(a) Through His divine presence. 
Jesus, going around Palestine, cured 
the sick, raised the dead, expelled 
the devils, calmed the sea. He does 
like wonders now, in the person that 
receives Him worthily. A pure 
soul that realizes the presence of 
her divine Spouse becomes inflamed 
with love for Him; and she ex- 
claims like St. Paul: ‘Who then, 
will separate me from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation? Or dis- 
tress? Or famine? Or naked- 
ness? Or danger? Or persecution ? 
Or the sword? I am sure that 
neither death nor life . . . nor any 
other creature will separate me from 
the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus Our Lord” (Rom. viii, 35-39). 
A soul so enamoured of Christ will 
suffer any torment rather than of- 
fend her beloved Saviour. 

(b) Through Sanctifying Grace. 
This grace is the source of our 
supernatural life which enables us 
to carry on our spiritual duties. 
Now in this Sacred Banquet the 
soul is filled with this sanctifying 
grace and the vigor of her spiritual 
life increases wonderfully. This 
happy soul will now overcome all 
the difficulties that it may come 
across in the service of God. “I 
can do all things in Him who 
strengthens me.” 

(c) Through Heavenly Consola- 
tions. A banquet has ever been a 
manifestation of friendship. Our 
best friend, Jesus, uses this beauti- 
ful comparison in the Apocalypse: 
“I will come into him and I will 
sup with him: and he with Me” 
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(Apoc. iii, 20). All those who 
come to Him with faith will tell us 
what is going on between heart and 
heart, and soul and soul. This is 
why we sing in the service of the 
Blessed Sacrament: ‘“Panem de 
coelo praestitisti eis, omne delec- 
tamentum in se habentem: Thou 
gavest them bread from heaven 
having in it all that is delicious” 
(Wisd. xvi, 20). A soul inebriated 
with these heavenly delights will 
count all earthly pleasures to be 
but as dross; the temptations of the 
flesh will not attract these fortunate 
persons. 


THE PEACE OF CHRIST 


It may sometimes seem as though: 
Christians suffered more than any 
other people in the world, partly 
owing to their austere manner of 
life, and partly to persecutions 
from without. But as a matter of 
fact Christians are the most happy 
people on earth. In the midst of 
their troubles they keep their peace 
of mind and soul, and that joy and 
perfect submission to the will of 
God which are the effects of Holy 
Communion already mentioned. 
“And the Apostles indeed after hav- 
ing been scourged went from the 
presence of the Council rejoicing 
that they were counted worthy to 
suffer reproach for the name of 
Jesus” (Acts v, 41). Of Saint 
Stephen we read: “And all that sat 
in the Council (which had con- 
demned him), looking at him, saw 
his face as if it had been the face 
of an angel” (Acts vi, 15). Saint 
Ignatius the Martyr had often re- 
ceived Jesus Victim for him under 
the appearance of a Host made of 
flour ground with a millstone. So 
when he heard the roaring of the 
lions and tigers waiting to devour 
him, Ignatius rejoiced that now he 
was about to become a Victim for 
Christ. And raising his eyes and 
arms to heaven he cried out: “I am 
wheat for Christ, I shall be ground 
by the teeth of beasts that I may 
be found a clean bread.” 

One of the most touching periods 
of mankind’s history is, no doubt, 
the life of the first Christians in 
the catacombs. There the best 


people of the world flocked around 
a venerable Priest who holding a 
Host in his hands said to the con- 
gregation: ‘“The Body of Christ.” 
All of them with living faith and 
fervent love received the Body and 
Blood of their divine Saviour. Next 


Ch ristmas 





The Christmas bells are pealing low, 
The candles on the altars glow; 
Flung back by echoes of the street, 
We hear the touch of hurrying feet. 
Perhaps in yonder crooked lane, 
Three wise men point the way again. 
The star still beckons, holy, bright, 
To guide the pilgrims through the night 
In Bethlehem, a humble place, 
The sweet Madonna’s gentle face 
Bends low where, in a manger stall, 
Christ’s radiance lights up the wall. 
Thrill of the oft-repeated story 
Adds to each life a sense of glory. 
—Franklin Cummings. 
Disisiaiaisiaiaiaisiaiaian 
day it might be their turn to shed 
their blood in the Circus and suffer 
their bodies to be torn to pieces for 
the name of Christ. During the 
Red regime in Spain thousands of 
Catholics were imprisoned for their 
Faith and most of them were put to 
death uttering as their last salute 
“Long live Christ King.” These 
brave soldiers of the divine King 
drew their courage from the 
Blessed Sacrament, for in many 
prisons Masses were said daily, and 
many prisoners received Holy Com- 
munion daily. In at least one case 
they had perpetual adoration day 


and night. Our Lord being kept in 
an empty milk tin! O Salutaris 
Hostia! 


In THE Hour oF TEMPTATION 

It is not only the martyrs who 
draw their strength from Holy 
Communion. Many confessors, com- 
forted with the Bread from heaven, 
have endured a long and painful 
though unbloody martyrdom. Saint 
Catherine of Siena once suffered a 
furious attack of temptations 
against purity. The holy virgin 
cried out to Jesus for help, and 


ed 


Jesus appeared to her. “O my 
Lord,” said Catherine, “where were 
You during that horrible battle?’ 
“In the middle of your heart,” 
answered Jesus, ‘“My presence there 
prevented you from giving way to 
the temptation.” St. Ignatius of 
Loyola had tasted persecution and 
prison; yet he said that there were 
not enough chains in the world for 
what he would like to bear for 
Christ. St. Teresa of Jesus suffered 
severely from infirmities, but after 
Holy Communion all pain dis. 
appeared for several hours, such 
was her spiritual joy. So does 
Jesus with all who call upon Him 
in time of trouble. 

It is edifying indeed to see ir, 
hospitals and private homes Catho- 
lic patients asking the Priest to 
bring them Holy Communion as the 
only comfort in their long suffering. 
“Bring me Jesus, Father, bring me 
Jesus,” repeated an eight years old 
boy. It is consoling indeed, to see 
so many people coming to Mass 
and Holy Communion on Sundays, 
It is still more consoling to see a 
fair number of poor and middle- 
class people attending Mass and 
approaching the Holy Table on 
week days. 

For most people attendance at 
daily Mass means a personal sacri- 
fice, because they must get up 
early and walk to church fasting, 
yet each of them will tell you that 
these little sacrifices are more than 
compensated by the consolation 
they receive. But it is sad not to 
see more well-to-do people at daily 
Mass and Communion. On the ons 
hand, it is easier for them; they en- 
joy more leisure and they can easily 
have a conveyance to go to church. 
On the other hand they are more in 
need of that strength and help from 
the Blessed Sacrament for they are 
surrounded with more occasions of 
sin. Twenty centuries ago Christ 
said to the multitude: “Blessed are 
ye poor; for yours is the Kingdom 
of heaven. ... But woe to you that 


are rich: for you have your con- 
solation.” (Luke vi, 20-24). 
Human nature does not change 
much.—A. F. 
Bombay. 


in The Examiner, 
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A Seurce of Great blessings 


the Holy Childhood is the 

Holy Father’s own Mission 
Society for Catholic children. It is 
the official agency of the Holy See 
through which the Catholic children 
of the world make their contribution 
of prayers and alms toward the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of 
the children in mission lands. Chil- 
dren thus cooperate in the Apos- 
tolate of the Church until they be- 
come eligible for membership in 
the Pontifical Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Faith. There is no 
other society to which they may be- 
long and share in this world-apos- 
tolate of children. 

Membership in the Holy Child- 
hood Association is a source of 
untold blessings. From their earli- 
est years, through their contact with 
the Society, Catholic children are 
called upon to imitate the bound- 
less love of the Child Jesus for the 
souls of men. In simple terms and 
through various means adapted to 
their mentality, the Association en- 
deavors to cultivate a missionary 
spirit in all its members, so that 
later as adults they will not be 
strangers to the work and needs of 
the Catholic Missionary. The As- 
sociation of the Holy Childhood 
consecrates all its members to the 
service of the Divine Child and 
calls upon them in the name of the 
Vicar of Christ to help to save the 
souls and bodies of the numerous 
abandoned children born of pagan 
parents at home as well as in the 
fields afar. 

Numerous spiritual benefits are 
granted to the members of the As- 
sociation. These include in addi- 
tion to a number of Masses offered 
annually for the living and dead 
members, many plenary and partial 
indulgences. Members share like- 
wise in all the Masses and merits 
of the Missionaries and in the daily 


T" Pontifical Association of 
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prayers of over 20,000,000 As- 
sociates. Those members of the 
Reverend Clergy or of the various 
Religious Communities who pro- 
mote membership in Holy Child- 
hood are privileged to gain these 
same spiritual benefits. 

Christian parents should be anxi- 
ous to have their little ones share 





Where Lies a Babe 


Come, let us go to Bethlehem 
Where lies a Babe at rest, 

Safe-cradled in a lowly stall 
Close to His mother’s breast. 


Come, let us follow once again 
A star that once beguiled 
The shepherds into journeying 


Until they found the Child. 


Oh, let us look upon His face 
So innocent and sweet, 
And turn from darkness and 
despair 
To worship at His feet! 
—Helen Howland Prommel. 











in this great work and the bless- 
ings it entails. They should enroll 
their children in the Holy Child- 
hood Association immediately after 
they have received the Sacrament 
of Baptism. Godparents who have 
a proper understanding of their 
responsibility should interest them- 
selves in the great advantages ob- 
tained through membership in this 
Society, and should endeavor to as- 
sume the duty of paying the mem- 
bership dues of their spiritual chil- 
dren. 


The growth of the Association 
and its successful organization de- 
pends ultimately upon the zeal and 
interest of the Religious who serve 


as teachers in the schools. To them 
is addressed with special meaning 
the eloquent appeal of the present 
Holy Father, as well as of all His 
Predecessors, that the children of 
America be enrolled in ever greater 
numbers in the Association. 
Through cooperation with the Holy 
Childhood Association, the teachers, 
themselves, acquit the duty they 
have in common with all the faith- 
ful to assist in the spreading of the 
frontiers of the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth. 

Holy Childhood proposes to its 
members three ends: the Ransom, 
Baptism and Christian Education of 
pagan children. It has been re- 
sponsible since its foundation in 
1843, for the average annual bap- 
tism of over 800,000 heathen babies. 
Many of these died immediately 
after their Baptism; they will never 
cease to watch over and pray for 
their benefactors. Those who did 
not die have been cared for through 
the agency of the Society which 
enabled the Missionary Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters, to feed, 
clothe, house and educate these 
children. More than a million and 
a half of these little ones are today 
constantly dependent upon Holy 
Childhood. 

The members say every day one 
Hail Mary with the invocation, 
“Holy Virgin Mary, pray for us and 
for the poor pagan children.” They 
contribute at least one penny each 
month as membership dues in the 
Society. These two conditions must 
be fulfilled in order to gain the 
indulgences granted to members of 
the Association. 


OTHER Ways oF HELtpinGc Hoty 
CHILDHOOD 
Become a promoter by organiz- 


ing a band of twelve members 
including yourself. This form of co- 
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operation is particularly efficacious 
where there is no parochial school 
or where the Holy Childhood is not 
established in the school. 

Buy a Pagan Baby. In pagan 
lands where life is not considered 
as sacred as in Christian countries, 
thousands of infants are abandoned 
or sold by their parents. Thousands 
too, are put to death, while count- 
less numbers face untimely death 
from undernourishment and disease. 
Many of these children are ran- 
somed by the Missionaries for a 
small sum of money. Trustworthy 
Natives are engaged to rescue the 
little castaways; devoted Mission- 
ary Sisters endeavor to gain access 
to sick children in order not only to 
heal their bodies but also to ad- 
minister Baptism to those who can- 
not recover. 

To enable the Missionaries to 
carry on this noble work and to 
care for the children rescued from 
the vilest forms of slavery or from 
an untimely death, the Holy Child- 


UNUM SINT 


hood Association has for a long 
number of years sponsored the plan 
of making an offering of five dol- 
lars as a Ransom, a custom which is 
familiarly known as “Buying a 
Pagan Baby.” These five dollars 
will enable the missionary to do his 
work for these poor children, will 
assist him to baptize the dying 
babe, to feed the starving and 
clothe the naked child, to house 
and care for the orphan, and above 
all to save souls for God. From 
the orphanages maintained by the 
Holy Childhood Association in 
every mission land have gone forth 
many of those who today are 
native missionary priests and sis- 
ters; many of the Christian com- 
munities that have been established 
in pagan lands owe their existence 
to the Christian men and women 
who have been trained in these 
institutions. 

Those who contribute to the Buy- 
ing of a Pagan Baby receive the 
the great privilege of giving it its 


ey 


name. If this child dies, as it is 
likely to do, the sponsor has a faith. 
ful intercessor in Heaven; if it 
lives, a share is had in all the good 
the child may someday accomplish, 


cS * * * 


Contributions for the Ransom of 
Pagan Babies have been received 
from the following: 

A. MacC., N. Y., $5; A. F., N. Y., $15; 

T. MeM., N. Y., $15; 








Mrs. E. >; H. §, 
Minn., $5; M. S., Ill, $5; S. G., N. Y, 
$5; K. D., N. Y., $10; J. K., N. Y., $10; 
E. H., R. L, $5; Mrs. W. M. B., Mass, 
$5; Anon., $5; J. B., Cal., $5; A. A. G, 
Mass., $5; C. U., Iowa, $10; J. T., Cal, 
$5; Mrs. T. B. K., Ohio, $5; M. C., Cal, 
$50; Mrs. G. M., IIL, $5; J. H., IIL, $5 
WwW. T. W. Pa, $35; J. &.. BD. ¢ 

J. G, Il, $5; Mrs. A. E. R., Ill, $25; 
Miss M., N. Y., $5; Mr. L. C., Pa., $$; 
Miss M., Ill, $5; Miss L., Conn., $5; 
J. F.. Cal, $5; Dr. M. S., Can, @; 
E. A. B., R. L., $5; N. K. M., N. Y., $5; 
Mrs. E. D’A., R. 1, $5; P. F., N. Y¥. C 
$5; A. A., N. Y., $5; A. L. McG., N. ¥ 
$5; M. B., N. Y., $5; C. M., Minn., $5 





What a merry crowd it is! 
the Christmas decorations. 


tive ear! 
color, radiating Christmas joy! 


from them unmoved? 


What does He ask? 
seeks ... 
with it, then? What will He do? 
of the Beggar Boy your answer! 


. unto Him! 


Christmas List! 
me that!” ... 


my Birthday?” 
soft baby cheeks! 





rub their hands softly and smile satisfaction. 


fringe of the laughing, shopping holiday crowds? 


Please Don't ! 


The Christmas trade is brisk, salesgirls are flushed and hurried and eager. Managers surveying the animated scene 
Weeks ago had witnessed Christmas shopping, preternaturally early 
Christmas shopping, as mothers and fathers, wives and sweethearts, big and little sisters swarmed the shops, buying 
the wares so temptingly displayed under the poignant caption, “Christmas Gifts for Overseas.” 
thought then that such early buying would dampen the ardor of the usual Christmas sales. But no! Here is the same 
old Christmas crowd, and the same old Christmas spirit! 
School girls laughing and chatting, their glowing cheeks rivalling the brightness of 
Matronly figures pausing at the toy counters, mother-love radiating from their eyes as 
they vision the pleasure some little toy will bring. 
filled, dancing with glee at some fascinating display, sweetly solemn as they whisper their secrets into Santa’s atten- 
Ah, the children, flitting about fairy-like from counter to counter, delighting in the wealth of light and 
Is there a more beautiful sight? 
And conversely, is there a more piteous sight than that of the little waifs one so often beholds hanging on the 
Forlorn, alone, unwanted, their wistful eyes plead mutely for 
some little share in this season’s joy, a joy which is rightly theirs, but strangely, is denied them. Who could turn 
Who would not give them at least an encouraging glance, a friendly smile? 

Yes, our hearts go out in pity for these innocent victims. 
little Boy who wordlessly begs for a share in the Christmas festivities. 
strangely enough, is often denied Him. 
begotten of the Father, Heir by divine right to Heaven’s riches, He deliberately laid aside His divinity, and clothed in 
the rags of our poor humanity comes down to earth, the poorest of the poor, a Beggar indeed! 
For what do those eyes so pathetically, so hauntingly plead? 
only the love of our poor stony hearts! 
Ah! 
What will He do? 
alone in all His multitudinous disguises! 
heap of Oriental rags, but the Beggar Divine! 


And the children!! 


Have we no pity for Him? 


Oh, when you do your holiday shopping, don’t let Him stand by, alone and all forlorn! 

And when you hear the little ones gleefully crying out, “Mother, buy me this! 
remember the little Beggar Boy, who with lips a-quiver and eyes love-hungered whispers softly, tremu- 
lously, ‘Please, oh, please, buy me a pagan baby! 
Oh, don’t refuse Him! 


Won’t you buy me one. . 


Oh, don’t! 


Ah, the children! 


But there is Another standing wistfully by . .. a 
A share which is rightly His, but which, 
Truly His plight is a sad one. 


And if we, full of pity, give Him this love, what will He do 
Do but give Him your heart’s true love, and read in the now radiant eyes 
He will so divinize that love that it will recognize Him and Him 
In a wailing bundle brought to the Sister’s creche, you will see not a filthy 
And your heart will go out to that bundle of rags, and your swift- 
winged love will fly across the continent and ocean to do unto that little, sobbing, helpless bundle what you would do 


Don’t let tears well up in those eyes of His and splash down those dear, 


Don’t make Him cry on His Birthday! Please don’t! 


The merchants had 


Eyes round and wonder- 


The Only- 


Poor little Beggar Boy! 
Alas! ’tis but paltry coin He 


Put Him first on your 
Oh, Mother! buy 


just one . .. for Christmas . . . for 


—SR. M. INNOCENTIA, S.A. 
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ETH packed her travel-bag 
B with her best clothes. Since 

her sister, Rosemary, had 
married and gone to Chicago to 
live she had found the interrupted 
routine of life unsettling. When 
Dale wrote that Rosemary had had 
an illness and needed help she had 
been agreeably excited to think that 
someone was waiting for her. 

“Don’t you suppose they will ask 
you to stay and live with them now 
that you’re alone, Beth?” Margot 
Jordan’s light blue eyes held a 
frank envy. “It will be marvellous 
to live in a great city and meet new 
people every day.” 

Doctor Thomas Maitland was at 
the small station to see his neigh- 
bor off. As Margot’s high voice 
reached him he stood still a moment. 

“Of course they might. I know 
they have a guest room rather 
unusual in town, I understand. I 
expect I could be quite a help to 
the young people who know little 
of budgets and economy.” 

“You speak as though you were 
an old lady, Beth,” smiled Doctor 
Tom, handing her a magazine he’d 
brought. 

She looked up at him gravely: 
“Sometimes I do feel old, Tom. 
Rosemary had a giddy streak that 
kept me, as she put it, on her neck 
all the time. She liked to go to the 
dances along the river and—” she 
broke off, embarrassed at what 
she’d said. Margot Jordan was 
chattering to an ensign who’d been 
home and was now going back to 
camp, she had put on the helpless, 
childish smile that usually made 
men long to do something for her. 

The doctor nodded. He had 
watched Beth’s almost motherly 
supervision over the gay Rosemary 
interestedly. Beth seemed to feel 
that thirty-five years had given her 


Beths Garden 








-By Laura Reid Montgomery 


an authority that the younger girl 
evaded whenever possible. 

Spring-time was hurrying on the 
heels of late winter and the gardens 
seen from the train were growing 
green with the early plants. 

“My tulips will be up when I re- 
turn,” thought Beth as the scenes 
flashed past. “I wonder—” reso- 
lutely she turned her thoughts. She 
had been motherly for so long a 
time that she felt selfish in antici- 
pating the gaiety of life as it would 
be in any home where Rosemary 
was mistress. The letters had been 
filled with accounts of parties and 
trips to Orchestra Hall to hear 
marvellous music. 

“Darling, so glad you could 
come.” Rosemary had not met her, 
as Beth had hoped she might, but 
she seemed perfectly restored from 
her brief illness. The apartment 
presented a cluttered appearance 
and the new furniture was dimmed 
with dust. “I’m throwing a party 
tonight—it will be fine to have help 
with the sandwiches and — all,” 
vaguely the round black eyes 
scanned the untidy place. 

“We'd better get right to work, 
then,” Beth glanced at her watch, 
“it’s half past three now. Will 
Dale be—going to camp?” 

“Oh, no. He’s working in a 
defense factory and will be right at 
home. Isn’t that splendid? He 
didn’t like the idea of leaving me— 
he even suggested that we sub- 
lease here so I could return to you,” 
she laughed merrily, “as though I’d 
ever go back to that poky little 
town even for a short time.” 

“T like it there,” returned Beth 
evenly. 

“Just because you never tried 


city life. Did you bring a wash 
frock to work in?” 

“Of course.” 

“Well, how nice everything 


looks,” Dale exclaimed after wel- 
coming his capable sister-in-law 
cordially. “You've certainly worked 
wonders here.” 

Rosemary looked tired and some- 
what fretted: “Beth is almost too 
thorough. Next time we'll have 
the cleaning woman in—the work 
has taken it out of me.” 

The evening was gay—even 
gayer than Beth had anticipated. 
Her sister’s group had welcomed 
her with a cordiality that was sur- 
prising and she fell into the easy 
groove of living for fun easily. She 
could not get accustomed to late 
rising however, and insisted that 
she would prepare Dale’s break- 
fast—he had been stopping in the 
coffee shop down stairs for it. “TI 
want to feel that I’m of some use,” 
she explained. “I work at home.” 

“Use. Why the flat’s a different 
place since you came. It’s nice for 
Rosemary to have you here,” he 
answered quickly as his wife sat 
with a rather brooding expression 
on her pretty face. 

“You mustn’t spoil Dale, too 
much,” warned his wife when he’d 
gone to his ping-pong club which 
met weekly. “I’m not really the 
domestic type. I think we’d do 
better to live in the hotel with the 
Allen’s. There’s no charge extra 
for breakfasts served upstairs and 
the service includes just every- 
thing.” 

“Would he prefer that?” 

“No. He likes a homey life. 
That’s why he sent for you—he 
thought maybe you’d make me feel 
that a wife’s place is right in the 
kitchenette,” she laughed. “I’d 
rather go dancing than bake a 
cake—the cake’s eaten in two 
meals but memories last.” 

The word memories remained in 
Beth’s mind to pop up later on. Her 
life was almost too full for sus- 
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thought. Between house- 
and running about she 
into bed at night with 


Then came the long distance ap- 
peal for help back home. Elling- 
ton had an epidemic of typhoid and 
her neighbor, Nan, asked if she 
could possibly return—even for a 
few weeks. 

“Of course,” she answered in- 
stantly. “I'll take the next train. 
I wish you’d let me know before 


UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


A vast desolation encompassed the young woman 


who felt strangely alone. 


all the nurses were becoming worn 
out. I am good at that, you know, 
Nan.” 

“Thank you. I knew you’d help 
us. Doctor Tom said not to inter- 
rupt your visit—that you’d worked 
all your life.” 

Beth turned away quickly and 
was amazed to surprise a look of 
vast relief on Rosemary’s face. She 
swallowed and said nothing. 

“I heard you say you’d go at 
once, Beth. What is it?” 

Then, with the clarified vision 
that the look on her sister’s face 
had aroused, she glanced at Dale, 
who had lowered his newspaper 
and who was staring at his wife 
uneasily, almost as though he 
dreaded some impulsive speech. 


“Typhoid is bad in Ellington. 
They haven’t enough nurses, I’m 
going to help.” 

Tossing her clothes into the bag 
Beth was overwhelmed with puz- 
zled thoughts that she found hard 
to sort in place. She had thought 
she was so needed—she had really 
worked harder than she had ever 
done in her own small house where 
living was not complex and where 
the village entertainments were not 
breath-taking in the late hours that 
exhausted a part of the following 
day’s strength. 

“We'll miss you, Beth,” asserted 








her sister. “It was 
frightfully good of you 
to come — when sha)! 
you return. You'll hate 
the small town after a 
taste of real life.” 

“T can’t tell. If you 
move to the hotel you 
won't need me... 
Beth looked searchingly into the 
shallow little face. She had refused 
to marry because Rosemary was dif- 
ficult to handle and could neither 
be left alone nor taken into a hus- 





” 


band’s house —not to fit in har- 
moniously, at least. Of course 
Rosemary had not appeared to 
notice any of that. When Dale 


asked her to marry him she ac- 
cepted gaily and hurried her pre- 
parations for that event. She had 
left her sister with no pretense of 
regret. 


“You can be sure of a home with 
us, no matter where you are,” 
purred Rosemary whose tone had a 
surface politeness which her sister 
did not fail to feel. 


On the return trip a vast desola- 
tion encompassed the young woman 
who felt strangely alone. She 
thought of her cottage on the tip of 
the hill—a quarter-mile from the 
village and, after almost feeling the 
elbows of the neighbors in the tall 
flat building she wondered how she 
could pick up her life again there— 
alone . . . her days would be spent 
in the usual service for others— 
Beth had always been ready to do 
two girls’ work—it was the eve 
nings she felt would be empty... 
she wondered if Margot’s open put 
suit of the doctor had been success- 
| eae 
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Christmas Novena 
of Masses 


in honor of the Blessed Mother 
whom we invoke under the beauti- 
ful title of 


Our Lady of the Atonement 


will be offered in the Convent 
Chapel at Graymoor beginning on 
December 17th. 


Address your petitions for this Special 
Christmas 
SISTERS OF THE ATONEMENT 
St. Francis Convent 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


Novena to: 





Spend Christmas 
at Graymoor 


To be at Graymoor during the Christ- 
mas season is an experience which is not 
soon forgotten. The sylvan beauty of 
woodland, hill and dale, adorned with 
nature’s mantle, is a setting which moves 
the mind to meditate on the age-old 
story of Bethlehem, and instils in all 
hearts the peace and joy which find an 
outlet in the truly beautiful religious 
services at St. John’s Church on Christ- 
mas Day. 

Ladies desiring to remain over the 
Christmas week-end or for a longer 
period should arrange now for reserva- 
tions at Our Lady’s Hostel, by writing 
to: Sister M. Francis, S.A., Our Lady’s 
Hostel, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


ed 


When she saw the little station 
across from Main Street she felt a 
sense of peace she’d not expe- 
rienced in town. Jane was staring 
out from the drugstore at the train, 
the small truck loaded with express 
parcels was moving down the plai- 
form and, as she trudged up the 
road to the cottage, she looked from 


side to side eagerly. This was 
home. 
“Hi, Beth. Hop in,” hailed 


Nan’s husband, stopping his shabby 
old car and reaching for her bag: 
“T’m certainly glad to see you. We 
were afraid the big city had swal- 
lowed you.” 

“IT meant to write oftener but 
there seems to be no time at all. 
We rushed about all the time.” 

“l’m coming in to start your 
furnace. The house will be cold 
even if the sun is shining,” he 
bustled down to the basement and 
she removed her wraps with quick 
hands. She wanted to run through 
the clean, plain rooms and look at 
the treasured objects she’d missed 
in Rosemary’s expensive modern 
apartment. 

The south window bloomed with 
the sturdy plants, the more fragile 
ones were at Nan’s house. The 
hooked rugs were bright with 
cleanliness and there was no dust 
on the polished surfaces of her liv- 
ing room—evidently her neighbor 
had been there to clean. 

In ten minutes the heat was 
surging up from the large register 
of the pipeless furnace. Beth had 
pinched off some dry leaves on the 
oleander and touched a bud that 
had appeared during her absence— 
it was good to be home. She even 
lifted the pink-mouthed sea shell 
that was a memento from her 
mother’s honeymoon and listened to 
the muted sounds of waves that 
were even now far out at sea.... 

“How dear of you to come,” it 
was Nan bustling in with a cake 
iced in pink that she’d made for her 
neighbor. “I turned on your re- 
frigerator this morning and your 
milk and butter are inside. The 
Morton child died,” she added, her 
bright face sobering. “You are wo 
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take care of Miss Smithers. Mind,” 
she asked. 
“Not a bit. I’m fresh and rested 


and I can cope with her,” declared 
Beth, remembering the tantrums 
the old lady often indulged in to 
the dismay of her friends. 


“IT had her three days. She 
thinks Doctor Tom gave her the 
wrong treatment and—” Nan threw 


up her hands in an expressive ges- 
ture that brought back past memo- 
ries to the other. Nan had looked 
like that when Rosemary had been 
saucy to the great lady of the town 
who gave large donations to the 
village charities. 

“Have we any relief doctors?” 
asked Beth. 

“One came after Doctor Tom 
had to go,” Nan averted her eyes, 
knowing of her neighbor’s interest 
in the physician. 

“Where did he go? ” Somehow 
the sunshiny house seemed dim and 
and chilly. Since she had refused 
him, on Rosemary’s account, he had 
been different—seldom speaking to 
her except when others were about. 
Almost too courteous in his manner. 

“He was called to a consultation 
in Benton at the hospital. He’s the 
best surgeon around here for miles 
and young Doctor Jones can handle 
the typhoid until he gets back. 
Margot drove Doc Tom over,” 
added Nan slowly. ‘“She’s bound 
Wess” 
Beth went into the dining room 
abruptly. She could not bear to 
hear about Margot’s pursuit. Mar- 
got had a large income—she could 
be a great help as Doctor Tom’s 
wife. 

Two days later she met Margot 
on her way home. The girl was 
unusually vivacious in her greeting: 
“See?” she held up her left hand 
where a jewel sparkled. “You 
should have stayed here. Doctor 
does a great work and as his 
wife ...” she stopped talking then, 
and stared at her ring. 

Beth went in her gate with feet 
suddenly heavy. It was all over— 
for her. She had had her chance 
and lost it. 

She opened her mail soberly. 
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There was a note from Rosemary 
asking for a loan. She wrote: “Al- 
though Dale gets a large salary 
our expenses are enormous.... ” 


Beth scanned the remainder 
absently, flushing at the ending 
phrase: “Living has cost more 


recently so if you can spare a few 
hundreds it will help... ” 

She caught Rosemary’s meaning. 
Because of her visit there had been 
added expense. 

There was a letter in a strange 
handwriting from one of Dale’s 
friends at the office. He had made 
her stay very pleasant taking her 
to concerts and the various points 
of interest that she had not seen. 
He wrote: “I was sorry to find you 
gone when I called and I was unable 
to ask you a question that has been 
in my mind since our first meeting. 

“As you know I have a rather 
nice house my father left me and 
an ample income besides what I 
earn at the office. I do not anti- 
cipate being drafted as I’m in a line 
of work necessary to the govern- 
ment so, if you say ‘yes’ you won’t 
be left alone as some wives must be. 


“Shall I join you in Ellington for 
tea on Saturday when we can talk 
things over...” 


Beth read it twice and then folded 
it. The proposal did not surprise 
her for she was quick at reading 
minds when not too much inter- 
ested. She had permitted Rose- 
mary to lead her about but in her 
inner consciousness she had real- 
ized that self came first with the 
younger sister. 


Rain spat against the windows 
and a wind too cold for spring 
howled in dreary tones. The little 
house was snug and warm but very 
lonely. She could see the high 
bulbs of Main Street swinging 
above the town pump at the foot 
of the hill—farmers stopped there 
to water their horses when in town. 


Beth was not old but she wasn’t 
young, either. She was of service 
in Ellington but she could also 
serve in Chicago and the Govern- 
ment needed workers in every place. 
If she married the gray-eyed man 
she would have a luxurious home 
and be with someone who cared... 


%& = UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


her eyes were suddenly wet as she 
pondered. Loneliness is hard to 
bear—she’d already thrown away 
the substance for the shadow yet 
she could not bear to replace Tom 
with another . . . and Tom was 
marrying Margot. 

When the time hurried her into 
action she answered the letter. She 
was due at Miss Smither’s in half 
an hour. The old lady was better 
but still needed a great deal of 
care. 

“Margot was in-——came to show 
off her ring,” squeaked the invalid, 
her gaze fixed on Beth’s composed 
face. 

Beth nodded: 
very pretty.” 

“We all thought you’d stay in 
Chicago and live with Rosemary, 
It must be bleak up there on the 
hill, alone.” 


“T saw it, too. It’s 


I'll take 
Then you 


“I’m contented there. 
your temperature now. 
must try and sleep.” 

Old Miss Smithers pushed away 
her hand and said surprisingly: 
“T’ll tell you something, honey. We 
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OBSERVE THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


JANUARY 18th to JANUARY 25th 
Approved and Blessed by Apostolic Brief of His Holiness, Pope Benedict XV. 


OCTAVE LITERATURE NOW AVAILABLE 


The Church Unity Octave Booklet. Contains explanation of the Octave development. Each 5c 


Church Unity Octave Prayerbook. A handy compendium of prayers and hymns suitable for use 
by Priests and laity in the daily devotions during the Octave 


Church Unity Addresses. Short radio talks, useful for instruction in class or as a basis for ser- 


Leaflets with Prayers and Intentions of the Octave. 
Printed in English, Italian or French 


Posters will be supplied gratis for use on Church and School Bulletin Boards, inviting observance 
of the Octave by the people of the parish. 


Address: FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


Each, 10c; by the hundred, $7.50 


10c 


25c per 100. Postage extra. 
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all love you here and would hate 
to spare you. I’m very glad you 
are staying.” 

That, from the sharp-tongued 
person, was equal to volumes from 
any one less caustic. Beth felt a 
rush of gladness—it was good to 
be wanted and loved. 

Beth had put her letter in the 
post box on her way to Miss 
Smithers’ house. She had burned 
her bridges and she was glad she 
had. She had work to do in the 
town where she’d been born. 

She slept fitfully on the couch 
drawn up near the invalid who must 
be given her white of egg and tonic 
every three hours for she had 
little stamina left. 

It was dawn when she stood on 
the porch to get a breath of air. 
The rain had left the garden fresn 
and the dampness brought out the 
sweetness of the valley lilies and 
lilacs. 

“Well, Beth, I came around this 
way hoping you’d be here,” smiled 
Doctor Tom, his face bright with 
pleasure. 

“Nice to see you again,” she 
made rather bewildered answer. 
“May I offer congratulations ? Mar- 
got is very pretty...” 

He stared and put his hand under 
her chin so he could see into her 
eyes: ‘Margot? It’s Doc Jones 
you're thinking about, Beth. You 
know you’re the only one—always 
have been. 

“When I heard you had returned 
from Rosemary’s instead of making 
your home there, as I feared you 
would, I decided we’d wasted 
enough time. 

“How about it, Beth?” 





NOTICE 


The growth of our Religious Com- 
munity and its manifold activities in 
missionary and other works, entails a 
vast amount of correspondence with a 
consequent heavy outlay for postage. We 
will be grateful if our friends will re- 
member this fact and enclose a few extra 
Postage stamps in any letters they send 
us, 

The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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Reyguiescant in Pare 


We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased subscribers and their near 
relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Most Rey. Bonaventure Broderick, 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. George Donohue, Rev 
Anthony Scholgen, Rev. Valmore G 
Sister M. Maureen, O.P., 

John Ryan, Margaret Gilligan, Alice 
Finnegan, August Louis A. 
Bradley, Cora A. McQuern, Hugh 
Patrick Prentice, Nora Theresa Pren- 
tice, Clare Langtang, Alice M. Win- 
trode, Bridget A. Connolly, Eunice A. 
Walsh, Alice Jepsen, Alfred Jepsen, 


Edith B. Kelsey, Nora Joyce, Peter 


Savignac, 


Foos, 


Hoban, Nellie Colgan, George Sayville, 
Mary Sayville, Marie Hennessey, John 
Ellen Casey, John F 


Casey, Casey, 


James J. Casey, Mary Casey, Alex- 
ander Keogh, George Kain, Sergeant 
James McGowan, Giovanni, Louisa and 
Guiseppe Gatti, Mary Cardese, Parma 
Dadone, Charles A. Kearns, Mrs. M 
Hickey, Mrs. Rebecca H. Martineau, 
Jacob Hadank, Mrs. Catherine Nesi, 
Patrick Broderick, Anne Keating, Mrs. 
Felton, 
Mary Gibson, Lieut. Robert E. Helme, 


Marie G. Giordano, Beatrice 

Chamberland, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bodmer, Michael Ryan, 
Annie Ryan, Joseph J. Foley, Mrs. 
Helen Van Pelt, John Brooks, Mrs. 
Irene Di Girolamo. 


John Mangiaci, Earl 















For Remembrance 
of 
Loved Ones 
in the 
Holy Sacrifice of the 


Mass 


The Purgatorial Society of 
the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement is an Association 
formed for the Remembrance 
of the dear dead in the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. By en- 
relatives and 


rolling your 


friends who have departed 
this life, you fulfill a duty of 
love and charity and bring 
down on yourself a shower of 


spiritual graces. 


The living may be enrolled 
as well as the deceased in the 
Purgatorial Society, and par- 
ticipate in the Spiritual Bene- 
fits during life and after death. 
The enrollment offering is 
$5.00 for an 
$25.00 for the entire family, 
and may be paid in install- 


individual or 


ments. 


Send offering with names 
for enrollment in the Purga- 
torial Society to: 


Franciscan Friars of the 


Atonement 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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THE SOUL 
Iswolsky 
Ward. 
Helen 

of the 


OF 
New 
$2.75. 
Iswolsky 
Russian nation. 


RUSSIA. By 


York: 


Helen 
Sheed and 
is profoundly proud 
In “The Soul of 
Russia” she gives us a history of Rus- 
sian thought, permeated for centuries 
by profound and 


mysticism proud 


isolationism. To the author, Com- 
munism is but an unfortunate accident, 
objectionable to 
The 
national 


something alien and 


the soul of Russia. present 
feel- 


ing is interpreted as a return to the 


resurgence of Russian 


heritage of the past. The volume gives 
us a detailed picture of the religious 


history of Russia, complicated as it 
nationalistic was 
the Orthodox Church of that 
alike Greeks of 


stantinople and the Latins of the West 


was, and reveals how 
country, 
aloof from the Con 
The influence of a small but important 
body of Catholic converts of the nine- 


teenth century towards widening the 
leaders is treated in 


The 
humiliated 


vision of Russian 


a very excellent chapter. final 


that the 
Christ 


chapter claims 
suffered the 
His 


form, stili holds the allegiance 


Christ, the who 


very refinement of cruelty in 
human 
f the 


centuries accepted the way 


Russian masses, who have for 
of sacrifice 
for the sake of salvation. D. D 
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST. By Rev. Julius Grigassy, 
D.D. Braddock, Pa.: The Author. 
Price not given. 

ele- 
mentary schools of the Greek Rite. It 


1s a 


This is a textbook for use in 


compact guide to the broad 
general trends of Church history from 
Christ to the 


Catholics 


the days of present. 


Roman will be interested in 
the chapters dealing with the reunion 
of various Slavic groups with the Holy 
See, as information on these points is 
compact and authentic. bD. D. 
GILBERT KEITH 
By Maisie Ward. 
and Ward. $4.50. 
Several years have been spent in the 


CHESTERTON. 
New York: Sheed 


preparation of this truly monumental 
account of the life of one who was a 
great Catholic, a 


great Englishman, 


and the foremost man of letters of his 
To supplement her own close ob- 
servations of Chesterton, Maisie Ward 
was 


day 
privileged to make use of the 
voluminous collection of letters in the 


Mrs. 


wrote to her during their 


possession of Chesterton, includ- 


ing some he 
reveal his intense 


engagement. These 


passion for living, his refusal to com- 
promise with the puritanism and hy 
Other 


author's disposal were 


pocrisy of his times. 


that 


sources 
were at the 
the personal recollections of Chester- 
ton’s wide circle of friends, not exclud- 


Wells 


differed 


ing H. G. and Bernard Shaw, 


men who widely in thought 


from the 
Catholic 


vigorous champion of the 
follow the 


Miss Ward 


Chesterton's works in 


way of life To 


history of his convictions, 


re-read all of 


chronological order—no easy task con- 


sidering their number and range 


The result is a splendid example of 
full-force biography, giving us a com- 
plete picture of the man and his work, 


against the background of his times 


and associates. In its 685 pages, Ches- 


terton lives for us again, in the full 
vigor of his greatness, towering above 
his contemporaries in depth and _ in- 


Those 


sure to 


who cherish his memory 
this book 


those who do not yet appreciate 


sight. 
will be 


times ; 


read many 
his greatness as a man and as a Chris- 
tian will be brought to a proper under- 
standing of what he was and what he 
take and read. 
R. G. 


lived for if they only 


MYSTICI CORPORIS The En- 
cyclical Letter of Pope Pius XII on 
the Mystical Body of Christ. Wash- 

National Catholic Wel- 

fare Conference. 10¢ 


The Holy 


ington, D. C 


Father's Encyclical serves 
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to clarify a certain amount of con. 
that with 
the popular concept of Christ’s “Mys- 


Body.” 


fusion has been associated 


tical Misuse of the term to 
cover all those who are blessed with 
good will is condemned in the first part 
of the Encyclical, in which the Mystical 
Sody of Christ is identified with “the 
One, Holy, Catholic, 
Church.” In the 


“Mysticism” that 


Apostolic Roman 
third part, that false 

would merge the 
Per- 


Church js 


members with the 
Head of the 
singled out for 


identity of the 
son of the 
condemnation The 
positive part of the Pope’s letter to the 
Church distinguishes between the true 
role of the Mystical Body as a genuine 
spiritual unity and that false concept, 
would 
kind of 
Society that finds its origin and growth 
more. The 
pastoral section deplores the tendency 


initiated by rationalists, that 


identify the Church as “a 


in charity” and nothing 
to minimize the 
and the 


of misguided 


value of frequent con- 
fession »bjection 


against the 


unfortunate 
enthusiasts 
worth of private prayer 
The 
fect clarity the Catholic teaching about 
Mystical 
sody of Christ, the means whereby His 


Encyclical embodies with per- 


the nature of the Church, the 


redemptive mission continues to be ful- 
filled 
Pope Pius NII, it is replete with Scrip- 
ture 


Like other pronouncements of 


quotations, revealing in orderly 


fashion the foundation of the doctrine 


New 


consisting of 


in the Testament he present 
than 70 


supplemented by 


edition, more 


pages of text, is 


thorough discussion club outline 


Father Edgar Schmeideler, O.S.B 


D. D 


THIS IS OUR HERITAGE. By 
Sister M. Aquinas and Mary Synon. 
Boston: Ginn & Co. (For the Catho- 
lic University of America.) $1.36 
A Church text for 

the intermediate grades, with selections 

taking As boys and 
girls have important roles in the his- 
students using 
this text will not need any enticement 
to history study. The illustrations aug- 
menting the text are of merit. 


M. G. 


history reading 


narrative form. 


toric events depicted, 


high 





